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INTRODUCTION

Faithful Christians base their life and their actions on Jesus Christ. After 2,000 years His
actions, His sayings, His stories continue to inspire millions of people. He has an impact
on their personal faith as Saviour and Redeemer, but also on their everyday lives as
human beings and the society in which they live.

To understand all of this, we need to study His message. So WHAT has Jesus said and
thought?

From 1993-1996 1 took a ‘study journey’ through the Bible to search of this Message of
Jesus.

Even from my initial readings I saw that

1. Jesus hardly ever ‘preached’

2. Jesus was an artist

Because He used the most common and popular art form from the East: storytelling. And by
means of these stories He communicated His message. These stories we call today ‘parables’.

And what was the message of these ‘parables’? In each and every one the content is to do
with ‘The Kingdom of God’.

In the first book ‘The Kingdom in Deed’ 1 reveal my journey of discovery in all these
‘parables’: what is here the message of Jesus and why this message talks again and again
about ‘The Kingdom of God’. It is a fascinating journey, and it touches me deeply.

But after reading this first book, when it was out as the first Dutch edition, and rereading
again, it occurred to me that searching for the Kingdom is ‘doing the Kingdom’ and the
relationship is here with righteousness and justice.

So in part two, ‘The Kingdom of Righteousness’ 1 report on this second journey of discovery.
Even now rereading the English version it touches me deeply again.

As these books belong together as the two sides of one coin, they appear in this English
version together.

This message of Jesus is so valid for today: family life, society, economics, politics, civil
society, unions and association, but also for us as artists.

I asked two special persons to write a foreword for this new edition.

- Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, former Prime-Minister of the Netherlands. As a Professor and
as Prime-Minister, he has always been involved with all methods of communication. Also, he
has always been inspired by the Gospels. So what is his opinion about this book ‘The
Message’?

-Ralph van Manen, leading singer-songwriter of the Netherlands, is constantly participating
in all forms of communication. Ralph finds his inspiration too in the Gospels, so what will he
say about this book?

May this book become an inspiration for many

Leen La Riviére, leen@continentalart.org
AD 2012



Introduction by Ralph van Manen, singer-songwriter

Leen is not a superficial Christian. You will become aware of that, if you read his books. Such
books take a lot of study and sometimes years of thorough analysis and preparation. He looks
far ahead and that delivers some fascinating insights!

Leen rethinks in this book the text of the Gospels. And that results in the great panorama of
the purpose of God’s Kingdom being of radical importance for our times. The ‘Old’ Book, is
suddenly totally new and fresh.

It is a panorama of God’s grace, but also challenges us to be responsible and to have integrity.

I advise all to read this book with an open mind and be prepared, now and then, to look into
the mirror. Leen’s statements fearlessly clean the floor of ‘spiritualised’ dust, and there is no

room for spiritual ‘bourgeois’ mentality so often seen in believers and congregations.

The writing of this book is an excellent form of biblical stewardship



For His honour,
by Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, former prime-minister of The Netherlands

Sociologist Anton Zijderveld (Erasmus University, Rotterdam wrote many years ago that we
live in a ‘staccato’ culture, moving too fast from one hype or development into another; a
culture without moments of rest or reflection.

This important observation is valid in a time where so many people face so many questions.
Globally there is the problem of the climate, the finiteness of fossil fuels, the growth of the
world population (9 billion in 2050, and shifts of economic and political powercentres.
Closer to home we deal with hard-heartedness, alienation, populistic tendencies, feelings of
unsafety and insecurity about our own existence.

In contrast, positive aspects for society are: hope, perspective and prospects with expectation.
These tendencies can as well be recognised. There is a clear call to the world of trade and
industry to do business ethically, with integrity and responsibility. There is a felt need to work
on new alliances between governments, enterprises, civil society and religious groups and to
look for concrete meanings for a durable life for everybody. There is a moral duty to make
choices for ‘us’ and ‘later’, instead for ‘me’ and ‘now’.

Such hope-giving perspectives are connected to thinking about responsibility. Responsibility
for our environment and habitat, for the destiny of people in need either far away or nearby,
for a durable economic development, for safe living areas, for respect, tolerance and empathy.

This ethos of responsibility cannot go without morals, values and norms giving direction so
that the ideals of people can create changes in peoples and structures. Here especially the
Christian command to love is essential: to love your neighbour as yourself, and also to see the
other as more excellent than yourself. Dr. Martin Luther King once said about life’s purpose
for every Christian: ‘To make freedom and justice a reality for all of God’s children’.

To build the ‘good society’, the Bonum Commune, we must start with a deep inner
conviction.

It may be true that parts of the Western world show developments of secularization and de-
churching, but this does not mean that Christian inspiration and meaning have lost their
intrinsic value.

Leen La Riviére stands totally in this tradition of faith and work based on the promises of
Christ. Over a long period of time he has shown just what Christian-social inspiration can do
for how people think and what people do, for the development of visions in a fast changing
society and for having a moral compass. Faith, creation of vision and creativity are in line.
Leen La Riviere’s message is one of trust.

This book offers a great and undeniable contribution to hope, perspective and expectation.
The subjects he discusses deal with points of rest and moments of reflection, all of which are
so needed today.

Every day we need to build the Kingdom of God and its justice. This book contains important
themes. A message of hope in a world of confusion. A message of taking up your own
responsibility. And a message of serving God in dayly life, to His glory.
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Foreword to Leen La Riviere’s
book on the Kingdom of God

By Dennis Peacocke, California

Some years ago | attended a Christian Leaders conference in the United
States composed of Catholics, Anglicans and Evangelicals dealing with the
issue of ‘Peace And Disarmament’ from the Christian piont of view. A day-and-
a-half into the conference, the chairman decided to lead the forty or so
attendees into a wide-open discussion regarding our deepest feelings on the
church and world-events. However, there was one ground rule: we could not
talk about the possibility of the kingdom of God on earth! While the group
seemed to consent, | inwardly went ballastic, only to gradually fall back to
earth and to privately conceed that once again unreality and a lack of courage
had struck believers in the body of Christ.

Not so for Leen La Riviere. He chooses to discuss the most fundamental of all
Christ's issues, that is, the invasion of fallen man’s society with the kingdom of
God. Even more to the point, the invasion of that kingdom now and not simply
in the ‘sweet bye and bye'.

While holding to the traditionally accepted theological borders of a kingdom
which is ‘here and not yet', Leen challenges us all to squarely face the only
really strategic question for modern believers: how much of God’s kingdom
dare we hope and work for now, prior to Christ’s retum, in a world coming off
its hinges? Ultimately, for serious believers, this is the supreme question of
relevancy. Indeed, Christ declared the arrival of His kingdom some 2,000
years ago. What does it look like and how is it to futher yet unfold though our
lives as that ‘yeast hidden in the bread’, or ‘mustard seed planted in
obscurity?1 This is the question Leen encourages us to wrestle with.

That the kingdom of God is not currently, and always, the central theme of the
Church’s teaching and practice reveals the degree to which the demonic
conspiracy against thruth has operated against man. As Leen pionts out, the
kingdom was John the baptist’'s passion, Christ’s passion and Paul’s passion.
Indeed, even the cross of Christ’s is centrally positioned as the door to fallen
man’s access to God’s kingdom rather than simply a random, collosal display
of God’s love for His creation. The co-conspiracy of the world-system and
demonic principalities working through both that system and the religious
nature of man in the Church, have combined to obscure this truth, We have
either not clearly seen ‘salvation’ as the door to God's kingdom, or we have



smothered it in a sea of pious emotionalism and human sentimentaly. God’s
love is both practical and focused.

Perhaps the clearest example of this conspiracy to obscure the centrality of
the kingdom is illustrated in the popular evangelical emphasis on being

‘born again’.2 As Christ points out, being born again is non-negotiable and
essential but as the text of John 3:3 points out, it is the means to an end rather
than the end itself. We are born again so as to be able to “see the kingdom of
God'. Similarly we are to be ‘born of water and the spirit'3 not so as to just go
to heaven or simply speak in tongues but again so as to be able to ‘see the
kingdom of God’. How we have focused on the means instead of the end for
centuries, by millions of God-loving people stands as an unmistakable
testimony to the amound of spiritual confusion and warfare wich surrounds the
very study of God'’s kingdom.

So what is the Kingdom? In the broadest terms, it is God’s will and way being
done on earth as it is in heaven though the holy Spirit using Christ's partner,
redeemed man.4

God invaded both earth and time in Jesus Christ, recovered them both
through the cross of His reconciliation and returned to heaven’s throne. But He
left no void: He left the redeemed community, empowered by His Spirit, to fill
out and further tear open the hole His penitration had pierced into the fabric of
the world’s falleness. And so it shall be until He returns, in every sphere of
human activity.

May Leen’s book further tear at that hole and help widen it. May this book
further raise questions and indeed churchmen’s bloodpressure! May the
debate spread like a divine disease until the lump of the Church be leavened
and changed. And then the world shall see the gospel rather than simply hear
it.

1 Matthew 13:
2 Joh. 3:3

3 John 3:5

4 Rom. 8:17

o



A Preface to ‘The Kingdom In
Deed’.

By John Peck, England

When [ first met Leen La Riviére, sitting at ease in the sun at a Greenbelt
Festival, | had no idea what sort of man | was getting involved with. In this era
of specialisation, it is seldom that you come across someone who combines a
keen artistic sense with an aptitude for politics, the risk-taking enthusiasm of a
visionairy with organisational skills.

And a writer as well...

You would think that such a person would present something profoundly
complex. In fact, the language of this book is deceptively simple, and
disarmingly different; but in it Leen is pleading for a total commitment. ‘Really’,
you say; ‘how often have we heard that exhortation’. But this is different; this is
not for a merely religious commitment. Rather, it includes a secular
commitment to Christ.

The book begins with some bible-studies on the Parables of the Kingdom.
Perceptive they are, but straightforward enough. Except that they are
preparing you, dear reader, to have that Kingdom idea as the focus of your
thinking about the Gospel, rather than, for instance, your individual salvation,
or your devotional life, or your personal relationships.

After that, if you follow his thinking carefully, and begin to build on it for
yourself, you are likely to be drawn into a somewhat unnerving adventure - a
Christianity which is more than enthusiastic religious activity, helping old ladies
across the road, and keeping out of the hands of the police: more even than
high ideals and moral standarts. It will involve facing those apparently neutral
areas of your life with hard questions about ways and means: ‘What are the
interests of the Kingdom in this? How are they to be promoted?’| am
honoured to have the opportunity to recommend that you read this book right
to the very end.



Introduction to Leen’s book

By John Smith, Australia

It always feels good to recommend the writing of a man whose heart and life
are one with his ideas and ideals. During fifteen years of sharing with Leen, in
the European Christian Artist movement he has parented and mentored with
his wife, Ria, | have seen his longing for his Kingdom to “come on earth as it is
in Heaven”. Their comittment, their dream and their life is this.

The ARTS, the nerve ends of the soul of any society, have been their focus.
To visualize, to dramatize, to dance, to sing, to paint - all for the unveiling of a
Kingdom of grace, inclusion and love, has been their passion. It is therefore
not surprising that Leen should choose the picturesque storytelling of Jesus
parables to arrest our attention in a challenge of the alternative Humanity
which Jesus calls us to be. This book is not exhaustive. It is not scholary
defence of a particular exegetical method of interpreting the text. It is however,
a wonderful series of provocative points about life and the Kingdom.

In a time when misguided teachers of the bible seem to prefer Paul’s
commentary of life in Christ to the supreme teachings of Jesus Himself, it is
refreshing to pick up a book which centres on Jesus’ declared view of life. As
someone has said, the GREAT COMMISSION must always be in submission
to the GREAT COMMANDMENT. The teaching of His inclusive Grace and
love are really all we can ever build our lives upon.

You may not agree with his interpretation of some parables, but the weight of
evidence supports his basic conclusions. This book will do damage to worldly
ambitions and selfish politics, if it is heeded.

The Kingdom of God will only be fully realized in the eschaton. In the time we
await that Divine conclusion, we have orders to be agents of that Kingdom,
living by its values, submitted to its King, proclaiming its order or agenda and
celebrating its realistic hope. The Kingdom is about things that can be seen
and heard.

This is a practical book. It provokes renewed thought and revived hope for the
followers of Jesus to literally make a difference by living His life in the real
world by the power of His Spirit. In one sense Bono Vox was right when he
wrote a decade ago ‘WE MUST FINISH THE WORK THAT CHRIST
BEGUN..." This is a short dance, a mini concert of celebration hope and the
challenge to walk in His ways in His world.

N



Introduction: The Kingdom of
God

I am not a theologian, but a seeker of the truth, indeed, the truth shall make us
free.

In my work with all facets of music and the arts, which are heavily influenced
by the society and culture, | was confronted, quite particularly, by topics
concerning “the kingdom of God’ — which in my opinion is the heart of Jesus’
message, also sometimes called the “gospel’.

But what is that and how do | myself work with it here and now?

This little book is a record of my journey of discovery.

For some people it will contain nothing new, for others it will.

What is in this book has helped me very much to understand my task and
influence in God’s light.

May it help all of us to be a shining light and a salting salt.

Leen La Riviére

When Jesus was asked about the parable of the good seed and the weeds he
said: ‘the good seeds are the children of the kingdom’ (Matt. 13:38)



1. The Whereabouts of the
Kingdom of God

Where is the Kingdom of God?

This is a question which every Christian thinks about at some time. We say it
with a sigh in the Lord’s Prayer: “Your kingdom come, on earth as it is in
heaven’.

In any case it is certain that the kingdom of God is something which is coming.
This is clear. Only after the Lord has taken dominion, which is His, aver the
whole earth, shall this kingdom be established.

This means waiting for His return and waiting for the new heaven and the new
earth with righteousness

But if the only thing to do now is wait, what sense is there in being on earth?
In reading all of the Bible verses about the Kingdom, it becomes evident that
the kingdom of God is already here.

How can that be?

We find remarkable texts such as:

- "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well (Matt. 6:33). This means that we can find it in the here
and now, and realize something of it.

- "But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has
come upon you' (Matt. 12:28). Hence, the kingdom of God can manifest itself
in a concrete way here and now. It is so concrete that we can be free, be
human, find room for ourselves... fantastic!

- " Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven’ (Matt. 18:4). A huge challenge to be humble,
unincumbered, and to have a childlike trust which ends up determining our
position in the kingdom.

- " For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). From this
passage we gather that it concerns our behavior and motivation here and now.

- " For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power (| Cor. 4:20).
This means that by the power of the Holy Spirit the dimension of the kingdom
can become visible now.



It is certainly not visible only in order to be talked about. No, but to walk and
act on the authority of the Holy Spirit.

- " For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into
the kingdom of the Son he loves (Col. 1:13).

- Jesus said: " The kingdom of God is within you' (Luke 17:20-21).

This “dualism” is at the heart of the message of Jesus: the kingdom is here
and it is coming.



2. Jesus: The First
Manifestation of the Kingdom

It already began with John the Baptist who called out: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is near (Matt. 3; See Matt. 3:11-15).

When John was taken captive, Jesus began to appear in public.

*And Jesus went throughout Galilee, feaching in their synagogues, preaching
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness
among the people

(Matt. 4:23, cf. Luke 4:43, 8:1, 16:16). What strikes me here is that the whole
context is the good news of the kingdom: a much greater and wider panorama
than the barrenness | often meet with: namely the good news that “you are
saved”, and that's it!

Nothing is further from the truth.

The good news, the gospel, goes infinitely further than the knowledge of being
saved.

The gospel! of the kingdom relates not only to the way the reign of Jesus will
look in the future but speaks very clearly about the here and now.

The good news which Jesus brought was that His reign can be effective now.
(And shortly, after the second-coming, over the whole world.)

Its present coming appears from the many signs and wonders which occur.
(Not only the miracles of Jesus. He sent his disciples out with the same
message and signs of the kingdom; see, for example, Luke 9:10, 10:9.) How
easily we forget that the gospel is the gospel of the kingdom!



3. The Content of the Gospel

Jesus used many examples to make clear the nature and the implications of
the kingdom. But in one place we find the entire content of the message of the
kingdom; it is known to us as "The Sermon on the Mount’ or "The Beatitudes’
(Matt. 5:1-12).

The whole thing is pure dynamite; even if Jesus had never healed or brought
anyone back to life, these words alone would have been powerful enough to
turn the whole world upside-down, rightly called good news, the gospel of the
kingdom.

“Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down.
His disciples came to him, and he began fo teach them, saying:

Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people instilt you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

Glorious! Every time | read this it moves me tremendously. It gives me goose
bumps.
It is remarkable that this sermon leads into the following:

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out

12



and trampled by men.

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven’ (Matt. 5:13-16).

What is actually going on here is that Jesus is putting the application into the
hands of the people: you and me.

- You are the salt.

- You are the light.

Salt

Being salt: being invisibly present and by means of deeds, decision making,
preserving or taste enhancing, being active. This is directly applicable to all the
areas of trade, industry, education, the media, politics, labour movements, etc.
We need more salt — more Christians who stand up and have a positive
influence, each in his own area.

If we don't do this, we will be trampled down.

(Your faith, your identity, your norms and values are put in jeopardy.)

Light

We often associate the principle of light with evangelism outreach, preaching,
Bible teaching and the like. And why not? Nevertheless, the Bible text
suggests a wider application:

“Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds...’

Hence, this light should become apparent from our deeds and is again
connected to the content of the Sermon on the Mount: carrying this out and
doing this is what is meant by letting your light shine. (Light is separate from its
object; salt infiltrates it.)



4. More Reconnoitering

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near,’ said Jesus,

(Matt. 4:17); and in the Sermon on the Mount (see chapter 3) he explained
what repentance meant.

We need conversion both internally and in regard to our actions: to think and
to act differently.

The Sermon on the Mount is dynamite.

Some people think of the term “blessed’ as meaning something heavenly,
sweet, unctuous or brave.

Lets try to express it for once in a contemporary way. As a concept, “blessed’
concerns blessing, shalom, viz. *God is with you.'

Then we get, for example, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, God is with you in this; you will be satisfied, God will help you
with the completion.’

If you actualize the Sermon on the Mount in this way it has some profound
societal and political implications.

And if you think your way into this program of basic perspectives this will
change society fundamentally.

As it was once the hope of the poor and oppressed, it will now mean hope for
many many more.

The Sermon on the Mount is extremely relevant!

The Sermon on the Mount: its content, give clear rules for behaviour, a
credible word.

It is a message which makes clear the purpose, direction and challenge of the
kingdom.

Its relationship with right (law) and righteousness is remarkable!

The challenge to God’s children to be peacemakers is also remarkable: bridge
builders, those who bring harmony, daring to mediate, working for
reconciliation in particular situations and trying to overcome factionalism.

Learning to act and live it out: “But whoever practices and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven’ (Matt. 5:19). *For |
tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and
the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaver’
(Matt. 5:20).

There’s a lot to be done before it becomes superfluous.

Therefore, do it!



We can put the Sermon on the Mount into practice with enthusiasm.
" Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven' (Matt. 7:20).



S. Images of the Kingdom

Not everyone understood Jesus.

There were various reasons why he spoke in parables.

* The disciples came to him and asked, Why do you speak to the people in
parables?

He replied: The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been
given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given more, and he will
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken
from him. This is why | speak to them in parables’ (Matt. 13:10-13).

Thus it appears that from the parables we can conclude something of the
character, principles, goal and functioning of the kingdom.

“But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they
hear (Matt. 13-16).

Let’s look at the parables more closely, since they are the keys to
understanding the kingdem and to a new dimension of abundance and
superfluity.



6. The Sower

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:

When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand
it, the evil one comes and snaiches away what was sown in his heart. This is
the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed that fell on
rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.
But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or
persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who
received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word,
but the worries of this life and the deceitfuiness of wealth choke it, making it
uniruitful. But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man
who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown (Matt. 13:18-23 and Matt. 13:1-9).

The seed is the message of the kingdom.

From this story it appears that it has different outcomes for different people.
The seed which falls in good soil will produce much fruit. Still, watchfulness is
called for.

- Good roots are required, there is no room for superficiality; not cometic, but
a thorough approach, especially in regard to your own roots and motives.
Thankfully, roots and motives can be sanctified, purified and ennobled just as
men purify precious metals in a crucible.

- The seed can fall along the path where it will be picked up and fail to get
rooted. The pressures of everyday life can keep it from germinating!

- Thorns and thistles can choke it: unbridled thirst for success in one’s carreer,
or for money, luxury and pleasure, in other words, hedonism, can choke the
seed.

What can we do about this?

We should turn things around! If you have an incredibly busy life, take time
and periods of rest in order to regularly seek the kingdom and to meditate on
it.

It is often very valuable to realize for what and for whom you are striving.
Yourself? Your own pleasure? Or do you desire to serve a higher goal? Wake
up! Don’t be a captive to your own egotism.

To me this passage poses a question: What are you really doing! See to it that
you are rooted in the truth (John 1:17, 3:21, 8:32, 14:6, 17:7, Eph. 5:9, 6:14,
Col. 2:7, 1 Peter 5:10). For this truth makes you free (John 8:32, 1:17, 14.6).



7. Sowing

“Jesus told them another parable: The Kingdom of heaven is like a man who
sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

The owner’s servants came to him and said, Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in
your field? Where then did the weeds come from? ’

An enemy did this, he replied. The servants asked him, Do you want us to go
and pull them up?

No, he answered, because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up
the wheat with them. Let both grow together untif the harvest. At that time | will
tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it info my barr?’

(Matt. 13:24-30).

An interesting story.

We would start weeding as soon as there were weeds. The Greek text speaks
of a weed that looks a lot like wheat. Hence, one could very easily start pulling
up everything, the good and the bad at once. The difference is not visible at
first, only when plants are mature does it become clear, and then the weeds
can easily be pulled up.

The wheat becomes golden brown and the weeds are green.

The explanation and application are of great importance:

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him
and said, Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.
He answered, The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field
is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The
weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil,
The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the
age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them
into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears, let him hear (Matt. 13:36-43).

- The field is the world. The world is God’s (Matt. 11:25-27, Acts 17:24).
The kingdom is not the local church or congregation. If the church were the



only place the kingdom was revealed it would wither and become a ghetto.
Indeed, God has plans for a Church; I'll return 1o this later.

- God sows His children (we human beings)!

In other words, we should let ourselves be sown in all the facets of life;
community, society, the social playing field, politics, labour movement, the
media, education, the arts, culture, science, philosophy, business, etc., {o take
root in these areas; and by living according to the ethics of the kingdom, bear
fruit in this place.

- The devil also sows his children (his followers) in the processes of growth of
this world.

- Until the Lord returns, there will be an (ethical) conflict between these two
kinds of children.

- By personally growing in God’s harmony and also by growing in influence in
the places where we work, and are active, we neutralize the influence of the
evil one there.

- Look at a wheat field sometime before it is harvested; there is more wheat
than weeds. | say this intentionally because | very often meet people who are
afraid of the world and only feel safe on Sundays in church.

- God wants everything to be matured.

Only then is there separation and harvest. Thus, God simply has patience.
The more we grow up, the clearer the difference becomes for everyone
between the deeds and goals of God’s children and others.

God also has patience because repentance and conversion are possible.

A child of the darkness can turn and begin to live in the light of God (I Peter
2:9, John 12:46, Acts 26:18, Eph. 5:8, Col. 1:13).

- Sometimes we wonder why God does not intervene? He doesn’t because he
wants evildoers to repent, and because this evil has not yet reached “maturity’.
- At first, things look alike. The devil looks like an angel of light, he can impress
and deceive.

But the closer things come to maturity the clearer it becomes that that "light’ is
evil.

In any case, gather the courage to let yourself be sown!

Enter into the “world’! Become fruitful.

The kingdom resembles a two stage rocket:

- Through our surrender to Jesus, the kingdom comes in us and we are a part
of his kingdom.

- After that, we establish the kingdom by our deeds, their effects and influence
in the places where we live and work.

There, we are the kingdom.



8. The Mustard Seed

“He told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your
seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches’ (Matt. 13:31).

This well-known Sunday school story continues to fascinate.

It portrays very vividly the way the growth process works.

It does not rely upon big, strong or impressive things; the kingdom does not
depend upon these.

It begins (in your life and the things you do) with something very small. But
that very small mustard seed grows o become a tree which provides
protection and nourishment for others!

That growth process takes time. For this, we too need to have patience. How
quickly we say: "Lord, | want to bear fruit, now; | want to do something great
this year’.

We need to take root and be established. We grow in plain view of everyone,
with trunk, branches, leaves, blossoms and fruit. This has to be accompanied
by the growth of strong and deep roots which are unseen (Eph. 3:17; Col. 2:7).
There is a need for spiritual deepening so that there is growth of identity, a
stable character, and we are the norms and values.

Nevertheless, we shouldn’t think condescendingly of the little mustard seed:
"Oh Lord, | just started;’ or "'who am | Lord, use him or her, since they are so
much further developed.’

No false humility; we mislead ourselves this way. " If you have faith as small as
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, Move from here to there, and jt
will move' (Matt. 17:20).

Mustard-seed-faith can move mountains. And with this faith we stand in the
midst of the world to make the impossible come true.



9. Yeast

"He told them still another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked alf through

the dough’
(Matt. 13:33).

Yeast was once called leaven. What does leaven or yeast do in the flour?
Flour has all the necessary qualities to be nourishing; but take a little bit of dry
flour, you'll choke on it!

Flour needs water and yeast (water is the symbol of the work of the Holy
Spirit).

After being kneaded (if anything is really going to come out of it, we too must
let God form and knead us) you have to leave dough alone.

This is an appropriate comparison. For how often and how easily do we chide,
interfere and measure each other to see if we are

- spiritual enough in order to....

- Christian enough in order to....

- anointed enough in order to....

- educated enough in the Bible in order to....

The women in the story had to cover the dough and let the yeast do its work.

Just trust in the work of the yeast.

This is an important encouragement (or reprimand) for every child of God.

- If the work of the kingdom has started in you (this is the message of Jesus),
trust that it will do its work.

- If you have planted the seed of the kingdom with someone else, in one way
or another, trust that it will do its work.

You can now only pray for water, the work of the Holy Spirit, in order that the
leavening process results in good dough.

After awhile you have good dough, and bread is made out of it.

There appear to be two kinds of yeast.

- The thinking of the Holy Spirit about the kingdom.

In this case it is a positive process which brings about a total transformation.

- The thinking of the scribes and pharisees: formalism, mannerism, legalism,
methodism (I don’t mean the Methodist Church). Jesus warns us emphatically
against these (Matt. 16:6). Such thinking spoils good “dough”. Don't let
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yourself be infected by these ways of thinking, this leaven.

The yeast of the kingdom may do His work in us so that it works all through us
and grows to completeness and maturity.

Trust in this yeast, entrust yourself to the Holy Spirit, the thinking, the
leavening process of God.

P.S. There is a third kind of leaven, namely, that of the Herodians. It is the
conviction that for the sake of nearly absolute power, anything may be
sacrificed and destroyed which stands in the way of one’s goal. "The ends
justify the means.’ This is what Herod and his party practiced. He murdered
almost his entire family, for fear of losing his political power.



10. A Treasure

" The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found
it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that
field (Matt. 13:44).

Wouldn't it be great to find a treasure. In order to use that treasure, however,
you have to own it.

In the case of this example the person sold everything he had in order to be
able to buy the field, in order to become the owner of the treasure.

The point is clear: The kingdom is something so fantastic and unique that you
can and will give everything you have in order to be a part of it.

The message of the kingdom of God is a great discovery.

A kingdom which makes us free! Free to develop all of our talents; free to
really live. Free because we can be sure we will be a part of it eternally.

Free to bear fruit.

For this kingdom, | am ready to give everything!

The value of the discovery is that the treasure turns out to be in the midst of
this world, which is the field.

Right in the midst of this world we find how valuable and how true the
message of the kingdom is.



11. The Pearl

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When
he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and

bought it (Matt. 13:45).

Today pearls are not so valuable since modern methods of growing artificial
ones have been developed.

In the past, however, things were different. It was a “pearl in the crown.’ The
nearl was one of the crown jewels.

When a very special one was found in an oyster it was worth a fortune.

It is understandable that the merchant dealing in pearls bought the very
special one and sold the rest for it.

Itis funny that in this parable of the kingdom, a comparison is made with a

clever businessman.
In this parable the kingdom has a tremendous worth, comparable with crown

jewels.

Another good comparison is that of the pearl itself; pearls grow in secret, layer
by layer, and they even begin with an impurity, a grain of sand which gets into
the oyster. Aren’t the works of God wondrous! From an impurity comes a
crown jewel. Aren’t we too made from an “impurity’?



12. The Net

“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down in the lake
and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the
shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw
the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Have you understood all these things? Jesus asked.

Yes they replied.

He said to them, Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed
about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his
storeroom new treasures as well as old (Matt. 13:47-52).

In this parable various things intrigue me.

The kingdom of God appears to call and to gather many people.

Just as with the harvest, when the net is pulled up, only then is there a sifting
of the good and the bad.

In other words, people just live and work, bringing about both good and not
such good things. In this too, there is a sifting.

The net is only pulled up when it is full, when the time is ripe. Here too the
fishermen appear to have patience.

The Lord certainly wasn’t the same as the scribes.

But even a scribe can become a disciple of the kingdom.

His thinking would be renewed by the Holy Spirit. Such a man has learned a
lot from such an experience.

Hence, there wili come out of his combined life experiences many new and old
things which can be fitted into a new framework. God can indeed make all

things work togethér for good (Rom. 8:28).

It can sometimes be very useful to let the net be dragged through our lives.
What will come to light?

Sometimes we think that everything we did in the period of our lives before we
turned to the Lord Jesus, and our faith changed our lives, had no meaning.
Old things can also be valuable; we must leave that to the sifting work of the
Holy Spirit.

Conversion, it just so happens, is not amnesia.



13. Judgement

*Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to
repay the debt.

The servant fell on his knees before him. Be patient with me, he begged, and |
will pay back everything. The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the
debt and let him go.

But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. Pay back
what you owe me! he demanded.

His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, Be patient with me, and |
will pay you back.

But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until
he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had
happened.

Then the master called the servant in. You wicked servant, he said, | canceled
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had
mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on you? In anger his master turned
him over to the jailers until he should pay back all he owed.

This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your
brother from your heart (Matt. 18:23-35).

This is what we too will do, we will never be so completely fair with everyone
that we will be guiltless. We owe God a great deal.

And what if judgment were held today? Is there anything we could give God
that would blot out our own sins?

There seems to be nothing left but to throw ourselves down and ask for mercy.
And indeed, Jesus pardons us. Jesus is the expression of God, he expresses
compassion and loving kindness. "Lord have mercy.’

If we receive such mercy from God, then the judgement will be whether or not
we have acted in conformity with God’s character and have shown forth God’s
character to others, forgiving them just as clearly from the heart.

The kingdom is a judgement on the human way of behaving: an eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth.



The kingdom is a situation in which we let grace hold sway instead of rights,
coming from the heart. May our hearts be full of this new way of thinking and
acting in regard to others.



14. Equal Pay

* The Kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning
to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denatrius for the
day and sent them into his vineyard.

About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market place
doing nothing. He told them, You also go and work in my vineyard, and | will
pay you whatever is right. So they went.

He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same
thing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing
around. He asked them, Why have you been standing here all day long doing
nothing?

Because no one has hired us, they answered.

He said to them, You also go and work in my vineyard. When evening came,
the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, Call the workers and pay them
their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.

The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received
a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive
more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they received it,
they began to grumble against the landowner. These men who were hired last
worked only one hour, they said, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day. But he answered
one of them, Friend, | am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a
denarius? Take your pay and go. | want to give the man who was hired last the
same as | gave you. Don't | have the right to do what | want with my own
money? Or are you envious because | am generous?

So the last will be first, and the first will be last (Matt. 20:1-16).

Obviously this story flies in the face of Western economics.
Come on: payment in accordance with work!

Heavenly economics appear to have a strong social dimension. This should
make us stop and think. We very easily only see that which meets the eye.
He who works longer gets more, and he who works shorter gets less.

The Lord looks at the heart. All of the labourers wanted to work. And this
intention was rewarded equally.

Think for a moment about the parable of the talents: the one who earned 10
received the same reward as the one who earned 5; Both of them did their
100% best and both earned 100%, although there was a numerical difference.
A hard lesson, since we so easily look up to people who have advanced
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degrees and often neglect those who are handicapped.

Hence, everyone who worked in the vineyard received the same pay; the
highly talented and the unemployable, the ones with top scores and the
handicapped; those who were able to work forty years and those who could
only work one. '

The vineyard, the field, is the world and to God every achievement is equally
valuable. Thank the Lord that He doesn’t look at things according to our
system of human values.

There is a hard lesson at the end of the story.

Those labourers who already worked so long in the vineyard were jealous of
and mad at those who could only work a short time.

The character of the kingdom has to change our bad hearts:

we need to be thankful that others can also be successful. We need to be
thankfu! for the gifts and accomplishments of others and for the reward he or
she receives. In God’s kingdom it is not the might of the powerful but the
weakness of the humble which counts.



15. The Tenants

*Listen to another parable; There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he
rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. When the
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a
third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the
tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them, They
will respect my son, he said.

But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance. So they took him and threw him
out of the vineyard and killed him.

Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?

He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, they repiied, and he will rent
the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest
time.

Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the Scriptures:

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done
this, and it is marvelous in our eyes?

Therefore | tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he
was talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were
afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet (Matt.
21:33-45).

This is a condensed history of how the people of Israel dealt with the prophets
and Jesus himself.

The lesson we can learn from it concerns the type of tenants we are.

We are only stewards of all our gifts, our lives, our life purposes and our ways
of working. Do we realize this? Is it the attitude we live our lives with and the
way we understand our life circumstances?

As tenants and stewards, do we really give God the glory in all things?
"Everything | have, | have received from the Father’, says one of our Dutch
children’s songs.

Do we realize that we are only tenants and not owners?

For this reason let us treat our gifts, our lives, our work, other people, the



world, the environment in such a way as to yield fruit and honour to God.

The other lesson is that even if we have already given everything, the right
results do not automatically follow.

The people of Israel had everything they needed to succeed at their task of
being a witness in this world. What a revelation they received!

What a great foundation they had in the Ten Commandments.

However, things went wrong because the letter kills but the Spirit makes alive.
(il Cor. 3:6)

The people were led astray because their hearts were not circumcised,
because they were not changed from within (Deut. 10:6, Jer. 4:4, Rom. 2:29,
Phil. 3:3).

Even if you should know everything about the kingdom, if the Spirit of the
kingdom is not within you, the fruits which you need to bring forth will never be
produced.

Are we good stewards with respect to our own hearts?



16. Those Invited

“Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: The kingdom of heaven is like
a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to
those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they
refused to come.

Then he sent some more servants and said, Tell those who have been invited
that | have prepared my dinner. My oxen and fattened caltle have been
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.

But they paid no attention and went off one to his field, another to his
business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The
king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and
burned their city.

Then he said to his servants, The wedding banquet is ready, but those !
invited did not deserve to come. Go to the sireet corners and invite to the
banquet anyone you find. So the servants went out into the streets and
gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was
not wearing wedding cloths. Friend, he asked, how did you get in here without
wedding clothes? The man was speechless.

Then the king told the attendants, Tie him hand and foot, and throw him,
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
For many are invited, but few are choser’ (Matt. 22:1-14).

There’s a celebration. Invitations were given but those invited did not come. It
is understandable that the king was furious and was finished with such
arrogant people.

And here is another paradox of the kingdom: everyone, good and bad, drifter
and poor, beggars, refugees and travelers are invited to come to the
celebration. And they came. There is one condition: everyone must wear
wedding clothes (which are free).

And those who were so dressed (this is a picture of accepting faith in Jesus;
cf. Gal. 3:37, Rev. 3:4-5, 18) could enter into the eternal celebration.

A beautiful side of the kingdom is revealed in this: it is a wonderful privilege to
be allowed to take part in the celebration, and every Tom, Dick and Harry is
invited; moreover, we are also provided with the clothes.

Do we understand this call of the king?
Or do we turn away in arrogance?



17. The Wise Virgins

" At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five
were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any ofl with them.
The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was
a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

At midnight the cry rang out: Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!
Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to
the wise, Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.

No, they replied, there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to
those who sell vil and buy some for yourselves.

But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The
virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door
was shut.

Later the others also came. Sir! Sir! they said. Open the door for us!

But he replied, I tell you the truth, 1 don’t know you.

Therefore keep walch, because you do not know the day or the hour (Matt.
25:1-13).

| can still remember how in Sunday school | was always worried about which
group | belonged to.

Was | wise or foalish. Did | or didn’t | have oil?

The conditions surrounding both groups were the same.

- Both groups were pure, unblemished virgins.

- Both groups were waiting for the bridegroom (the return of Jesus).

- Both groups had oil (the Holy Spirit and the Word of God).

- Both groups fell asleep.

The difference between them was an extra jar of oil.
The question we need to ask ourselves after we have gone through our
checklist is: do we have extra oil?

Here are some other closely related images:

- Allowing yourself to be inspired more through the fulness of the Holy Spirit,
the Spirit of the kingdom; thinking, meditating internally (John 3:34, 6:63, Rom.
7:6, 8:14,1 Cor. 14:1, ll Cor. 3:17, Gal. 5:16, Eph. 1:13, | John 3:24, Acts 8:2,
I Tim. 1:14).

- Being overabundant in the character of the kingdom (John 10:10, | Cor.
15:58, Il Cor. 3:9, 9:8, Il Peter 1:8).

- Being overabundant in the fruits of the kingdom {our deeds) (John 15:5,



Rom, 7:4, Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9). For more on this, see the next chapter.
- Being doubly ready (can | meet Jesus “today’?).

Then we are wise virgins!

Are we really?



18. Talents

“Again, it (the kingdom) will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of
money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his
ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents
went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one
with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one
talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and-hid his master’s money. After a
long time the master of those servants rettirned and settled accounts with
them. The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. Master,
he said, you entrusted me with five talents. See, | have gained five more.

His master replied, Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; 1 will put you in charge of many things. Come and
share your master’s happiness!

The man with the two talents also came. Master, he said, you entrusted me
with two talents; see, | have gained two more.

His master replied, Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and
share your master’s happiness!

Then the man who had received the one talent came. Master, he said, | knew
that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering
where you have not scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out and hid your
talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.

His master replied, You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest
where | have not sown and gather where | have not scattered seed? Well then,
you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when |
returned | would have received it back with interest.

Take the talent from him and give it to one who has the ten talents. For
everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw
that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth’ (Matt. 25:14-30).

Every human being receives talents to work with, natura! gifts, spiritual gifts.
We all have gifts. The question is whether we use them or not.

We receive neither too few nor too many. We receive a number of gifts in
accordance with our abilities. The question is not how many gifts, but whether
we make use of them: developing ourselves and getting involved is what



counts. It is remarkable that when a person goes to work with the talents he or
she already has, the talents increase.

In the story, both of the good workers acted in accordance with the kingdom:
they made a 100% increase.

It is also remarkable that we can bury or freeze our talents. In such cases, fear
has a paralyzing effect.

Many people are paralyzed by some form of fear (What an insult to the
master).

The good news of the kingdom is extraordinarily encouraging: the perfect love
of Jesus drives our fear. (I John 4:16, Rom. 8:15)

And if we are afraid of the day of the coming of the Lord Jesus, then there is
always His loving call: “fear not’ (Rev. 1:17-18, Matt. 10:31, 14:27, 28:10, Luke
12:32).

Even if you only have one talent, go to work and use it! This is the will of the
kingdom. The good news is: | am free to go to work.
P.S. the owner did not even say how to work with it !



19. Upside-Down

At certain moments Jesus used the prophet John the Baptist to make clear
how everything was changed by the kingdom.

*1 tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone
greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he' (Matt. 11:11).

We often look up to the great heroes among the prophets of the Old
Testament. But the least in the kingdom is greater than any of these, among
who John the Baptist is the last and greatest.

The Father gave the royal rule to the Son and now reveals the secret of the
kingdom to "little ones’.

This is emphasized even more in the question, who will be the greatest and
the least in the kingdom?

* At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?

He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: I tell you
the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little
child like this in my name welcomes me. But if anyone causes one of these
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea....
See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For | tell you that
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven’ (Matt.
18:1-6).

The answer is clear: become like children. In other words, regain that child-like
trust, the uninhibitedness of a child and that natural responsiveness. Let them
be our example.

" Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and,
kneeling down, asked a favor of him.

What is it you want? he asked.

She said, Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and
the other at your left in your kingdom.

You don’t know what you are asking, Jesus said to them, You will indeed drink
from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places
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belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.

When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.
Jesus called them together and said, You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so
with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave- just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many (Matt. 20:20-28).

Who will be great or small? That will be determined by the way we serve. Not
by ruling {others rule, examine, direct, manipulate us) but by serving and by
giving our life to serve and liberate others.

By our deeds and by false rules we can close the kingdom to other people.

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The teachers of the law
and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must obey them and do
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice
what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move thern.

Everything they do is done for men to see... The greatest among you will be
your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the
kingdom of heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you
let those enter who are trying to’ (Matt. 23:1-5, 11-13).

How important it is that faith, actions, speech and being are one. And there
must be a serving attitude and not a ruling one like the Pharisees had.

It was accomplished not by the great but by the little children.



20. Statements About the
Kingdom

The message of Jesus was the gospel of the kingdom (Matt. 4:23).

In the previous chapters we looked at how Jesus used parables to make clear
different aspects of the kingdom

(Luke 4:43, 8:1, 9:11, 16:16).

It was not an elitist faith; he spoke to the crowds (the people) about the
kingdom.

If Jesus had only spoken in parables we would be able to place him in the
pantheon of great world teachers along side Confucius, Siddhartha Gautama
(Buddha), Lao-Tse and others.

But to the horror of the teachers of his time, things were different:

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his
teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their
teachers of the law.” (Matt. 7:28-29)

His message had power, authority!
The signs of the kingdom followed his words (Matt. 11:2-5, Luke 9:2, 10:9).
This was true not only of Jesus but also of his disciples:

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions.... As you go,
preach this message: The kingdom of heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have
received, freely give’ (Matt. 10:5-8).

In other words, there was restoration, healing, liberation, salvation, faith action,
endurance (pressing on), dependence upon God.
Yes, indeed, the people could really see, the kingdom of God was at hand.

People's responses should be that of befieving, i.e. accepting, embracing this
gospel of the kingdom.

A Roman army commander came to Jesus in Capernium; through his faith, his
servant was healed:

*For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. | tell this one,
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Go, and he goes; and that one, Come, and he comes. | say to my servant, Do
this , and he does it.

When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, |
tell you the truth, 1 have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. | say
to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their
places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.
But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Then Jesus said to the centurion, Go! It will be done just as you believed it
would. And his servant was healed at that very hour (Matt. 8:9-13).

Notice what Jesus says here: If the children of the kingdom (in this case, in the
first place, the people of Israel) do not believe, they will be cast out.
How much more important is a complete trust in Jesus Christ.

The message of the kingdom had a terrific significance, it attracted many
people, especially the poor, the despised, the outcasts (this irritated the ruling
spiritual elite).

Yes, for the despised, the word and deeds of Jesus were truly good news.

“Jesus said to them, | tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show
you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not
repent and believe him’ (Matt. 21:31-32).

The outcasts go ahead of the so-called “righteous’ in the kingdom. Why?
Because they believed John and Jesus. Through this faith we become and we
are the little children of the kingdom and we can find rest with Jesus:

" At that time Jesus said, | praise you, father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father for this was your good pleasure.
All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden
is light (Matt. 11:25-30).

Jesus is Lord (Acts 10:36, Rom. 10:9, Col. 3:24, | Tim. 6:15, Rev. 17:14,
19:16), he is above all the rules made by men, he is even above the rules



pertaining to the Sabbath (Matt. 12:1-8, Mark 2:28, Luke 6:5), which in his time
were the most sacred ones. He is not primarily concerned with these human
rules, but whether we do the will of God or not! (Matt. 12:50).

In this way we are brother, sister, mother (closest family) to Jesus and the
kingdom family.

But the powerful and the rich have a hard time entering the kingdom of God:

Then Jesus said to his disciples, | tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel fo go
through the eye of a needlie than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.
When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, Who
then can be saved?

Jesus looked at them and said, With man this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible’ (Matt. 19:23-26).

The cares of wealth, luxury, covetousness, etc. can so easily choke the seed.
Even if it appears impossible to enter the kingdom, anything is possible for
God; the rich and powerful can be converted too.

" Then the king will say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation
of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, |
needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was
in prison and you came to visit me.

Then the righteous will answer him, Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?

The King will reply, | tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me’ (Matt. 25:34-40).

We inherit the kingdom through our faith and our natural actions which we do
for the needy (and not to be noticed). By serving others we glorify God and we
put the kingdom into practice.

Then we are blessed! Think once again about the Sermon on the Mount.

What power and might is in our individual actions - they can open the gates of
the kingdom for others.

Back to ourselves: Jesus says that it is better to enter the kingdom with one
eye than to go to hell with two (Mark 9:47). Tear out anything which leads you
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into sin; in other words, dare to make hard choices and final decisions

And such hard choices are necessary, because if you put your hand on the
plough and also turn to look back, you are not suited for the kingdom (Luke
9:62). If you plough (i.e. become active) you have to set your sights (have
vision and faith), otherwise you won't be able to plough straight furrows and
you'll make a mess of the field.

Faith is necessary for the kingdom and for discerning situations. When the
trees begin to blossom, you know that (spring) the kingdom is drawing near
(Luke 21:31).

Do we recognize the signs of the times and whether Jesus is drawing near?

It also means a second birth: a new way of thinking: *Unless a man is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3-5).

Hence, let us, above all, “seek His kingdom’; search for that kingdom, make
the priorities of the kingdom our number one goal; then all other things will be
given to us besides (Luke 12:31). Because so often we get caughtin the
“struggle for life’. What a profound encouragement are the words of Jesus: *Do
not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom’ (Luke 12:32).

This gives us freedom and power, a power Jesus had: “But if | drive out
demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you' (Luke
11:20).

What power!

To Peter, keys of the kingdom were given.

Why?

Because he understood, acknowledged and believed who Jesus was and he
received the greatest spiritual power:

*But what about you? he asked. Who do you say | am?

Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed
fo you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And [ tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
overcome it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaver’ (Matt. 16:15-19).

But this same authority is given to all believers:



*1 tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come
together in my name, there am | with them’ (Matt. 18:18-20).

Through us the powers of the kingdom may be revealed, not to impress but to
bring freedom and salvation to the people:

He who stands firm to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the
end will come’ (Matt. 24:13-14).

*He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the good news to all
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who
believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new
tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly
poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people,
and they will get welf (Mark 16:15-18).

It struck me that between the resurrection and the ascension, Jesus spoke to
his disciples during a period of forty days telling them everything concerning
the kingdom of God! That's how important the message of the kingdom was.

*In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and
fo teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he
showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the
kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.

So when they met together, they asked him, Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to \Israel?

He said to them: It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes...." (Acts 1:1-19).

And still, the disciples don’t understand everything quite yet. Their



expectations were still not in agreement with the real meaning of Jesus’
message.

Jesus spoke of the kingdom of God; and what did they imagine? They thought
that now, after the resurrection, Jesus would become king of Israel. They
missed its spiritual meaning. They went on being “worldly’ in their thinking and
still thought of the kingdom as a particular location.

The answer Jesus gave was hence very appropriate: " But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’ (Acts
1:8).

His concern was not with words, not with rules, nor with one location; his
concern was with a new Spirit, the Holy Spirit of kingship, which gives us the
power to live out the kingdom and to be it.

Itis, hence, a kingdom of power, a reign that comes about by spiritual warfare,
prayer, petition, and righteous deeds.

To our question: Lord, where is your kingdom? We receive the same answer:
you will receive power to be it.



21. The Consequences

The disciples didn't just believe in the kingdom of God; at Pentecost they were
also filled with the power (the Holy Spirit) of the kingdom (Acts 1:5,8, 2:4, 16-
17).

As a result new followers of the kingdom were made. It was not the Pax
Romanum (which could only exist due to oppression), but it was the Pax Dei,
from within, so that the kingdom can be lived out and put it into practice; and
this shook the kingdom of the world down to its foundations.

These men were not rebels, they could be arrested without resistance,
tortured and burned at the stake - as Nero did; their inner power overcame
everything. They looked after their parents, their children, their neighbours,
their neighbourhood, foreigners, drifters, the poor and the sick.

They worked for good instruction, education, they worked hard, bringing about
a new work ethic. These expressions of the kingdom were convincing, since
they came from within, from an unknown inspiration.

Indeed, this kingdom was not of this world; precisely as Jesus (the spiritual
power) said to Pilate (the cynical worldly power) (John 18:36).

The disciples proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom. (You will have noticed if
you read the previous chapter carefully that this is much wider and more
comprehensive than just being “saved’.)

- Philip preached the gospel of the kingdom in Samaria (Acts 8:12).

- Barnabus preached about the kingdom in Antioch and said that following it
could result in persecution (Acts 14:22).

- Paul spoke in Ephesus about God’s kingdom (Acts 19:8).

- In a speech to the elders in Miletus, Paul summarized his teaching as "the
preaching of the kingdom’ (Acts 20:25).

- When Paul was under arrest in Rome he preached from his house,
empbhasizing the kingdom of God (Acts 28:23,31).

- Paul referred to the kingdom in his letter to the Romans

(Rom. 14:17), to the Corinthians (I Cor. 4:20; 6:9-10, 15:10), to the Galatians
(Gal. 5:21), to the Ephesians (Eph. 5:5), the Colossians (Col. 1:13, 4:11), the
Thessalonians (| Thes. 2:12, the Thessalonians (Il Thes. 1:5), and to Timothy
(1 Tim. 1:17, Il Tim. 4:18).

- The writer of the book of Hebrews mentions it. (Heb. 12:28)

- James writes about it {(James 2:5).



- Peter writes about it (1 Pet. 2:9-10, Il Pet. 1:11).

- John mentions it in the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:6, 5:10, 1:9).

Yes, it was and is good news:

we have been brought into the kingdom of His Love (Col. 1:13).

We are in a new situation, one in which Jesus is King and Lord, saved!



22. The Character of the
Kingdom

Based on the teaching of Jesus, his followers said various things about the
kingdom (Acts 1:3).

" For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves
Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.

Let us therefore make every effort o do what leads to peace and fo mutual
edification’ (Rom. 14:17-19).

Righteousness, peace and joy from the Holy Spirit: characteristics which have
to be revealed in and through us.

And that is a complete process of growth. Through the Holy Spirit we receive
personal forgiveness: revelation, wisdom, knowledge, faith, prophecy,
discernments, etc. (I Cor. 12:4-11).

But there are also gifts for the faith community: apostles, prophets, teachers,
powers, healing, administrative gifts, etc. (1 Cor. 12:28-31).

With the use of all these gifts, the process of bearing fruit comes about.

Then fruits of the kingdom begin to appear:

" But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfuiness, gentleness and self-control (Gal. 5:22).

“Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord’ (Eph. 5:9).

This process of growth takes energy. But by means of the power of the
kingdom there is energy for change and growth:

" For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power (| Cor. 4:20)

This stands in direct opposition to our old practices, when, in our thinking and
actions, we were still a part of the worldly kingdom:

" The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been
completely defeated aiready. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be
cheated? Instead, you yourself cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your
brothers.
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Do you not know that the wicked will not.inherit the kingdom of God? Do not
be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor
male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor
drunkards nor slanders nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And this
is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our
God (I Cor. 6:7-11).

*You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is
summed up in a single command: Love your neighbor as yourself. If you keep
on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each
other.

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful
nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the
Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other,
so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not under law.

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions &nd envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. | warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other’ (Gal.
5:13-26).

*Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love,
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy
people. Nor should there be obscenilty, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are
out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral,
impure or greedy person- such a man is an idolator- has any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God' (Eph. 5:1-5).

*I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
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God...’ (I Cor. 15:50).

Actually, no one comes into the kingdom of God on the basis of their human
nature. No, we must be born again, which changes us into new people. Just
as Jesus said to Nicodemus: " In reply Jesus declared, | tell you the truth,
unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God..... I tell you
the truth, unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God (John 3:1-5).

Entry is made possible through faith in Jesus (John 3:15-18), and by the work
of the Holy Spirit.

*For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way:
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father,
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom
of light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he ioves, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins’ (Col. 1:9-14).

" For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own
children, encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God,
who calls you into his kingdom and glory (I Thess. 2:12).

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your
faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each
other is increasing. Therefore, among God'’s churches we boast about your
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.

All this is evidence that God'’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering (1l Thess.
1:3-5).

Even though some will be persecuted and oppressed, through faith, there is
perseverance!

" And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised;
who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped
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the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who
became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies’ (Heb. 11:32-34).

*Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be
thankful, and sc worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God
is a consuming fire’ (Heb. 12:28).

What hope, power and faith can we derive from the eternal, unshakable

kingdom of Giod: Good news, that gospel!
And that even had a very social context; look at what James says:

"My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show
favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and
fine clothes, and a poor man is shabby ciothes also comes in. If you show
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, Here’s a good seat
for you, but say to the poor man, You stand there, or, Sit on the floor by my
feet, have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with
evil thoughts?

Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes
of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those
who love him? But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are
exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? Are
they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you
belong? If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, Love your neighbor
as yourself, you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are
convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law and
yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.... What good is , my
brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save
him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of
you says to him, Go, | wish you well; keep warm and well fed, but does
nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead’ (James 2:1-10, 14:17).

*His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that
through them you may patrticipate in the divine nature and escape the
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and fo
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in



increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does
not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has
been cleansed from his past sins.

Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and
election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will
receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ (Il Pet. 1:3-11).

It is very clear from this passage the way the process of spiritual growth
works,it comes out of the actions that are undertaken.

First of all there were the twelve apostles who spread the good news of the
kingdom further; then the elders, deacons and ordinary people.

Paul also had helpers: “Fellow workers for the kingdom of God’ (Col. 4:11).

And through the centuries the challenge finally comes to us, to become a part
of the kingdom of God and to pass it on to the next generation.



23. King and Lord

A kingdom has a governor.
Who is the governor of the kingdom of God? Jesus Christ, the Messiah. This

was foretold long before his birth by the prophet Isaiah.

" The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation
and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the
harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of
Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in
battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be
fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of his government and there will be no end. He will reign on David'’s throne
and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will
accomplish this' (Isa. 9:2-6).

Here are a few statements about the kingship and rule of Jesus:

“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
for ever and ever. Amen.’ (I Tim. 1:17)

*In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge:
Preach the Word (Il Tim. 4:1).

*The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his
heavenly kingdon? (11 Tim. 4:18).

"But about the Son he says, Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,
and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom’ (Heb. 1:8).

" Then Peter began to speak: | now realize how frue it is that God does not
show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what
is right. This is the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good



news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all (Acts 10:34-36).
*That if you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess
and are saved (Rom. 10:9-10).

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be
repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism' (Col. 3:23-25).

Jesus Christ “is the Lord of lords and the King of kings' (I Tim. 6:???, Rev.
17:14, 19:16).

“For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. If
we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we
live or die, we belong to the Lord.

For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living (Rom. 14:7-9).

*For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own
turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father
after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed
is death’ (I Cor. 15:22-26).

*... and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the
working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far
above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be
given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed
all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way’
(Eph. 1:19-23).

From all of these passages it appears very clearly that Jesus is the King and
Ruler of the kingdom. We often abbreviate this by calling him "Lord’ or "the
Lord’. We don’t mean by it just one more little "boss’ but the risen Savior, who
overcame everything and has absolute power over heaven and earth.

That He now sits at the right hand of God the Father in heaven and has
authority is important, but it is not always evident in the world.



Even though Jesus, through his death and resurrection, has dethroned the
devil this is not to say that his lordship is established yet in every respect. At
present there is a time of grace, in which every person can choose to entrust
himself to the Lordship of Jesus or to the “angel of light,’ satan, whose
machinations ultimately only bring evil and destruction.

But Jesus will come again and establish a new heaven and a new earth with
true righteousness (Rev. 21:4-8; |l Pet. 3:13). Then he will truly reign over
every aspect of the world.

" The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and these were loud voices in
heaven, which said: The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever. And the twenty-four
elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and
worshiped God, saying

We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, because you
have taken your great power and have begun to reign’ (Rev. 11:15-17, 12:10,
15:4, 19:6).

Then at last there will be real peace and real righteousness.



24. A Royal Priesthood

And now in this time between resurrection and second-coming what is our task
as believers?

Should we sit back as faithful yes-men and wait until the big boss sends us out
with a mission?

Let's look back at the story about the talents. The 6wner picked the men out
(made them free), gave them talents (gifts and possibilities), and then sent
them off into the world. He did not, however, tell them what they should do. In
other words, they were completely free and had room for their own creativity,
complete responsibility including that for the consequences. They had free
reign over themselves, their gifts, their situations. One chose to do nothing,
which was his demise. The others went to work and they appear to have made
a one hundred percent gain. The point is not the result. In his response to the
one who did nothing it appears that the point was that one should make use of
one’s talents, hence, exercise one’s own responsibility.

The anger of the boss resulted from the fact that the one man sat in the corner
and did nothing. The rebuke is crystal clear: “you should have put my money
on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned | would have received it
back with interest’ (Matt. 25:27). In other words, if you won'’t bear your own
responsibility then entrust someone else to let your gift be used.

If you understand this principle that the Lord makes you free to bear your own
responsibility and to make your own crucial life decisions (not for new impurity,
ungodliness, but for decisions based on the spiritual principles of the Bible; the
Bible isn’t simply a time-table! You have to think, you have to actl) then
suddenly these fantastic texts become clear, that we will reign with Jesus as
kings.

Hardly imaginable: we will reign with Jesus as kings. As he was and is, so shall
we be, we are allowed to be, we are allowed to act and walk. Instead of being
ruled by sin (Rom. 5:21, 6:9), we will rule it through the grace and the power of
the Holy Spirit.

*For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man,
how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and
of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ
(Rom. 5:17).

Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him, if
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we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown
us; if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself (Il

Tim. 2:11-13).

This is it now but also soon in His eternity, {Rev. 5:10, 20:6, 22:5). We have
and will receive a very interesting responsibility.

The Bible even goes a step further to explain how this reign is presently
exercised: at various times it is said that we are a royal priesthood. it is a reign
of service, full of royal worthiness. It is a spiritual power, a reconciling
authority.

If you read the following texts slowly, how do you feel? You feel Great! You
begin to stand up straight; it does something to your behaviour, your
expressions, your countenance. Yes, we are called to such greatness!
This is good news! Absolutely.

"As you come to him, the living Stone-rejected by men but chosen by God and
precious to him-you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ (I Peter 2:5-6).

" To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has
made us to be a kingdom and priest to serve his God and Father-to him be
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen’ (Rev. 1:5-6).

"And they sang a new song: You are worthy to take the scroll and fo open its
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made
them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign.on the

earth’ (Rev. 5:9-10).



25. Provisional Conclusions and
Applications

a. What is the gospel?

The gospel is the good news of the coming of the kingdom of God. It is also
the message of the lordship of Jesus Christ, the one who has overcome sin
and the devil.

By faith in Jesus, our sins are forgiven, the rift with God is healed, so that we
are free, free to be ourselves, to develop ourselves, to make real choices and
to be able to take responsibility.

Furthermore, we are citizens of the kingdom; this entails the spiritual authority
which goes along with that, so we are able to be a radiant light and a
preserving salt in every area of this world.

b. The gospel is also the good news that death is not the end and that after
working in the here and now there will be an eternal life. Death, as the last
chilling fear used by the devil, is overcome.

c. The gospel is the good news that Jesus will one day return to actually reign
over this world: He is coming! But until that moment we are His ambassadors
who live out his command and, wherever possible, put it into practice.

d. What is conversion?

First of all it is the call to repent. First we were worldly, directed towards
ourselves, now we direct ourselves to the kingdom of God with Jesus as King
and Lord.

Once we were slaves of our bad, sinful behaviour; then, we were saved from
this through the reign of Jesus, we received new life and real faith. And the
result is a second birth: a renewed person who will live forever.

Our old behavior and thinking is forgiven, and it will no longer stop us from
becoming the person God intended us to be.

c. Provisional conclusions: After having looked at the foundations and
principles of the Kingdom, in chapters one through twenty-four, we will now
look at various applications in the following chapters.

"REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND’



26. The Kingdom and Beauty

The boss of the kingdom is God.

It strikes me that in various places in the Bible we find mention of: His beauty
or magnificence (Isa. 33:17, 33:21, Ex. 15:11, 24:16, Ps. 63:3, 104:31, 1385,
Hab. 2:14, Matt. 6:13, Rev. 19:1). Why? So often we think of God as the
Person of the word. It is certainly incredible that the Eternal wants to talk with
us (Ps.50:1,85:9, Luke 4:36, 24:32, John 11:42, 16:1,33). But why does He
so definitely want to communicate with human beings like us?

We are created in His image and likeness (Gen. 1:26-27).

We are an expression of his creativity. Yes, God is the God who creates and
this character-trait is in us all. Without God, everything would be formless.
With God, everything is a dynamic process of becoming. We are reborn, new
creations (Il Cor. 5:17). And our expressions can also be a part of the
kingdom.

Does God also like our creativity? Our expressions?

Our art?

To this a resounding yes is spoken. Yes, the kingdom of God is all about our
creative expressions.

Even more, God values them very highly.

The Pictorial Arts

At the time of creation, the world was one great art work. God repeatedly says
on each day of creation "See, it is good.’ This word used here also means
handsome, beautiful.

The tabernacle (of Moses, Ex. 25, 26, 35:36-38) and the temple (of Salomon, |
Kings 5:17-6:38, 7:13-51, Il Cron. 3:1-4, 22) were very special works of art.
Even the holy of holies was full of sculptures.

People and foreign rulers came from far and wide to see this work of art.

God is a patron of the arts; this is evident from the coming New Jerusalem,
which will descend from heaven (Rev. 21).

Breathtaking beauty, unimaginably impressive.

It is remarkable that the peoples and the rulers (Rev. 21:25-26) will bring
things of value (the word also indicates objects) and uniqueness into the New
Jerusalem: art works, folk art, inventions, etc. Everything has a place! What a
fantastic city to spend eternity in! God is the God of creativity and (pictorial)
arts. (In order to understand this topic more fully see my book Royal Creativity,

1987, Continental Sound/Christian Artists.)



Music

God likes music, and how He longs to hear our songs. He dwells in the songs
of praise of His people.

How clear this is from the Psalms! Music plays a huge role throughout the
Bible, Old and New Testaments: many kinds are mentioned, e.g. instrumental
music (David played the harp for Saul, | Sam. 16:14-23), popular verse,
lamentations, protest songs, love songs, dance tunes. Musicianship will
continue on into the new heaven and the new earth; so it would appear from
the book of Revelation (Rev. 5:8-9, 14:3, 15:1-4); music will continue to
resound through all eternity. Yes, God is a God of creativity who puts Himself
in the tones of endless numbers of musical styles, vocal and instrumental. (To
understand this subject more fully see my book, Music and Ministry, 1986,
Continental Sound/Christian Artists), Revivals & Music, 1991, Continental
Sound/Christian Artists.) and Praise and Worshippers, 2012, Continental
Sound/Christian Artists.

The Dramatic Arts/The Art of the Stage

Is God also a God who places importance on the bodily forms of expression?
We have to search a little in the Bible, but there are impecrtant things to be
found. Everyone knows the story of David dancing in honour of God, when the
ark was brought back to Jerusalem (Il Sam. 6:5, 15-16). But there are many
more passages about dance, mime, acting, etc. Yes, God likes our bodily
forms of expression.

(For a more extensive treatment of this subject see my booklet: Pas-de-Deux,
1994, Continental Sound/Christian Artists.)

Other Art Forms

The Bible is full of other forms of art, all of which are highly valued by God.
Poetry. some of the Psalms, the Song of Songs, | Cor. 13.

Prose: Esther, Ruth, among others.

Story-telling: e.g. the parables (as far as that goes Jesus was a great artist).
The parables really offer a great challenge to us to restore the honour of the
art of story-telling. Such parables challenge the listener to choose a particular
side and by so doing an interaction is induced with one’s motivations, faith
and life; and “truths’ are communicated in a special way.

Jewelry, and Fashion: examine sometime the clothing of the priests and
Levites.

God believes in a diversity of cultures.

At Pentecost (Acts 2:5-12) a miracle took place, not that all the cultures were
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eliminated or made to conform to the Hebrew culture, no, but that everyone
understood the message in his own language. What went wrong at Babel was
restored here in a special way; for the believers, then, it was the impetus to
take the gospel to other cultures. Later this was confirmed at a meeting of the
church (Acts 15:1-20) in which the apostles declared that believers who were
gentiles did not have to observe the Jewish law; in other words, one did not
first have to become a Jew in order to follow Christ. From that time onward,
cultural diversity was a reason for the growth of the number of Christians.
Since the nineteenth century, this has also been applied in missions with the
result that the number of Christians has grown rapidly on all the continents,
apart from demographic developments. (In Western Europe alone, there has
been little growth.)

Yes, God’s kingdom is a kingdom of creativity and creation. We have the
nature of the Father. He is pleased when we are creative: at this time here,
and soon there.



27. The Kingdom and Women

Because of the fall the harmony which was intended was lost: between God
and man, between man and nature, and between man and woman. Misuse,
manipulation, struggle for power came about (Gen. 3:16), instead of equality
(Gen. 1:26). Not the divine fashion of a serving-rule, but that of brute force
took over; not the exercise of spiritual authority but that of authoritarian rule.
The idea was that men and women, however different, would live with equal
dignity, and together they would rule and care for the creation (Gen 1:26-28,
2:15). Sometimes people claim that the Bible is precisely the book that
oppresses women and opposes emancipation. Nothing is farther from the
truth.

Through the whole of Biblical history, God has called women to occupy every
office, in spite of the fall:

- Leadership of the people of Israel out of slavery into freedom:

Miriam was one of the leaders along with Moses and Aaron (Ex. 15:20, | Cron.
6:3; she was also a leader, otherwise she would not be included in this list;
Micah 6:4 recognizes her leadership).

- After occupying the promised land, the tribes were led by Judges: one of them
was a woman, namely, Deborah (Judges 4, 5).

- Royal highness: Esther was queen and saved her people through her actions
(the book of Esther in the Old Testament).

- Doing business: the woman in the book of Proverbs was no powerless chattel
but a hard working woman successful in her business (Prov. 31:10-31).

- Romance: in the Song of Songs, the tantalizing beauty of a woman is sung
about and the equal role of man and woman in the play of love is portrayed
(i.e. the Song of Songs in the Old Testament).

- Care: there is talk of being like “a mother of Israel’ (Judges 5:7, Il Sam
20:19), the apex of care and commitment.

- Israel was a beautiful virgin (cf. Hosea) but she behaved like a cheap whore.
- Surrender. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the great example of surrender
(Luke 1:28-38, 49). In her day, being pregnant out of wedlock was the biggest
scandal imaginable. All generations will honour her.

- Prophet. Being a prophet was the highest possible spiritual office, the closest
to God. Miriam was a prophetess (Ex. 15:36). Ann was a prophetess (Luke
2:36). The daughters of Phillip were also prophetesses (Acts 21:9). They spoke
as such and gave instruction. Deborah was a prophetess (Judges 4:4), as was
Huldah (Il Cron. 34:22) and Anna (Luke 2:36).

- Travelling Evangelists: Aquila and Priscilla were a married couple who
traveled around building up the churches (Acts 18:2, 18, 26, | Cor. 16:19, Il Tim.
4:19). The fact that Priscilla’s name was mentioned indicates that she had



a definite job (She is sometimes even named first).

- Leaders: There were also women who led services; so it would appear from
the end of a few of Paul’s letters: “Give my greetings to the brothers at
Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house’ (Col. 4:15); "Claudia
and all the brothers greet you’(ll Tim. 2:21. The listing of men’s names with a
woman’s name included in it indicates that this woman also had a position of
service.) "The elder to the chosen lady’ (Il John) is addressed to a woman.
References to “my little children’ in the letter should be understood as referring
to members of the congregation rather than to her own children.

- Following Jesus: In the cultures of the time of Jesus (and nowadays too,
actually) it was considered extremely improper for women to follow after or
travel around with men. Jesus made no objections. He gave women true value.
“There was a whole group of women who followed Jesus’ (Luke 8:1-3, 23:27,
49, Matt. 27:55, Mark 15:40-41). ;
- Leadership Team (New Testament): Paul at least once took a woman with
him on one of his missionary journeys, it would appear from one remark. He
also says that other apostles did so at times (I Cor. 9:1-5).

- Respect and Worth: In various places Jesus departed completely from
cultural conceptions and traditions:

1. He spoke (at first alone) with a Samaritan(!) woman (John 4:4-42).

a. Jews did not have commerce with Samaritans.

b. You did not speak alone with a woman. The way in which Jesus addressed
her was particularly respectful.

2. He honoured the faith of a heathen woman. A Jewish rabbi did not have
dealings with heathens (Matt. 15:21-28.)

3. The woman who was caught in adultery was not condemned by Jesus
(John 8:2-11). (Why didn’t they bring the man with them too? The fact that he
was not brought along demonstrates, in my view, that it was a set-up whereby
a man, a situation, or a weakness of the women was used at the orders of the
Pharisees). Jesus appeared to be very understanding of human weakness.
Only, go and sin no more. He restored the woman’s own worth.

4. Prostitutes and tax collectors (the outcasts of the culture) were real people
for Him (Matt. 21:31, 11:19, Luke 15:1, Matt. 9:10, Luke 7:37-50); he
associated with them, celebrated with them; he even ate and drank with them
(thereby violating the cultic rules).

5. On the cross He asked His disciple John to take care of his mother Mary
(John 19:26-27). After Jesus was gone, as a widow, she could die of hunger if
there were no children to take care of their mother.

6. Mothers and children were welcome to be with him (Matt. 19:13-15, Mark
10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17).

7. Legal position. You can’t just dump your wife; Jesus said pointed things
about just sending away or divorcing wives (Matt. 19:3-10). He referred back
to how it was in the beginning: men and women were equal!
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8. Serving: In marriage, you are not simply the boss: as a husband you love
your wife and as a wife you love your husband (I Cor. 7:1-5) Note- a wife has
authorithy over her husbands body!! The so-called strong husband should take
good care of his wife, (I Pet. 3:7; husbands must honour their wives. They are
delicate vessels and fellow inheritors of grace, just like men.) (Eph. 5:25, 28-
33, Col. 3:19.) The husband should be like a priest for the family (he shouldn’t
play the pope, but act with spiritual insight, bringing reconciliation, overcoming
contradictions, sacrificing himself and thus being an example and not a
dictator). To be a priest is also to be a spiritual umbrella under which others
can develop themselves.

- In Christ there is neither male nor female! (Gal. 3:26-28; notice, women too
are sons of God, and hence, in everything heirs of Christ.) In other words,
through faith and the message of the kingdom, everything is returned to the
original creation design. The gospel is hence also the message of the equal
worth and dignity of man and woman.

- Legal protection: In ancient culture women did not count. It is all the more
remarkable then that in the books of the law of Moses, women received a clear
legal position. A woman could have ownership of things; she could inherit
things and continue the good family name; she could not simply be sent away
by a mean husband. When there were rumors of adultery, the question had to
be looked into seriously. If an unmarried young woman was taken by a guy,
then he had to stick with her. In respect to these laws too, women enjoyed
much protection which stood in stark contrast to the cultures of the day (Ex.
21-23, Lev. 18, Lev. 20, Num. 5, Num. 6, Num. 27:1-11, 36:1-13) which were
full of abuses, incest, temptle prostitution, female sacrifices, fertility rites, child
sacrifice, etc. etc. The Ten Commandments also provide protection for women
(Ex. 20:1-17, Deut. 21:10-14, 22:13-30, 24:1-5.)

- The prostitute who hid the spies that came from Israel received a place in
Israel and even became one of Jesus’ forebears (Joshua. 2:1, 6:25, Matt. 1:5).
- The book of Ruth: A wonderful ideal. This foreign woman is also one of the
ancestors of Jesus (Ruth 4:13-17, Matt. 1:5).

- The gospel of the kingdom is just as much for women as for men. Read
about how many have been wonderfully saved, e.g. Mary Magdalen (Luke 8:1-
3).

- Both men and women believed the gospel (cf. Acts 8:12).

- The New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:1-2), the greatest work of art of all times, is
compared with a gloriously dressed bride. |f women were an inferior creatures,
the New Jerusalem would not be compared with such a fantastic bride.

In Acts, we frequently read about women who came together to serve God
(Acts 16:13, 17:4, 12), and of groups of women who were honoured by God. In
this too, their position of equal worth is apparent.
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Through the salvation of Jesus, everything is returned to the original creation
order: so that men and women together will rule and protect, and hence
exercise their authority. Both are of equal worth and thereby as men and
women both are unique, complementing one another!

I myself can only observe that if we take the intention of the Bible seriously
and put it into practice in our lives there would no longer be any feministic or
emancipation problems. Women in office or in leadership positions, a
problem? You can not, in my opinion, base this on the Bible.



28. The Kingdom and
Righteousness 1 (Social Action)

" But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well (Matt. 6:33).

The kingdom is, to a large extent, recognizable by the seeking of a Biblical
righteousness. Are we seeking that righteousness? Are we pursuing it? Are we
practicing it? Biblical righteousness is found above all in the person of Jesus
Christ. He was that righteousness (John 16:8-10; Rom. 3:22; 1l Cor. 5:21; II
Pet. 1:1), and he spoke about it. He is also our righteousness (= reconciliation
with God). Through a personal relationship with Him, by following Him, and
putting His words into practice, we give form to this righteousness.

Jesus’ program of righteousness comes to us supremely in the Sermon on the
Mount (see chapter three). It is a deeply resounding witness of the concern
God has for us, for humanity. The Sermon on the Mount fits perfectly with the
Ten Commandments and the call of many of the prophets of the Old
Testament, who spoke of doing justice, righteousness, caring for foreigners,
the poor, orphans, the sick, for widows, keeping the tyrants and rich in check.
In the New Testament, this is finely repeated in the book of James. Jesus too
makes a number of very clear social remarks about the kingdom:

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will
sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his
left. Then the King will say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked
after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me. Then the righteous will
answer him, Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison
and go to visit you? The King will reply, I tell you the truth, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me. Then he will say to
those on his left, Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. For | was hungry and you gave me



nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave.me nothing to drink, | was a stranger
and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not clothe me, | was
sick and in prison and you did not look after me. They also will answer, Lord
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick
or in prison, and did not help you? He will reply, | tell you the truth, whatever
you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me. Then they
will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life’ (Matt.
25:31-46).

By treating the least in this way, we give them a new worth as people. In my
opinion, this is one of the central points of the kingdom.

Righteousness is not only a religious experience (reconciliation with Jesus),
but it is also very concrete and practical.

And this is where the problems start. In my book “Reflections’ (Nadenken
1990, Continental Sound/Christian Artists), | make an appeal for a new
thinking through of many societal problems; this is important because people,
particularly in Evangelical circles, concentrate on the development of a
personal faith and limit concrete acts of faith to evangelism, missions and
assistance to drug users, and similar things.

The Biblical call to action is much greater and wider, comprehending every
area of our lives! And it also touches social, economic, societal and poiitical
‘restoration.

A first step is to work in your own personal circle. That's where acts of charity
should be given new form. Our witness concerns precisely the way we are and
live, and should not resemble the verbal violence one meets with in “Jehova’s
Witnesses'.

A second step is action undertaken by the church community: the organization
of the deacons. This is the first form of structural help for the poor, mistreated
and needy. Paul called upon us to do this.

A third step is organized action in regard to injustice. Many problems are not
incidental (such problems can be solved by setting up a one time task force)
but structural.

What can you do about structural problems to give righteousness concrete
form?

Through the centuries, Christians have found various answers.



In the Middle Ages guilds were organized. Within such guilds there was care,
training and protection. Some guilds were the predecessors of trade unions.

The French Revolution made short work of the remains of the guilds, and the
church also suffered greatly at its hands. The French Revolution did not bring
freedom, but rather greater disappointment and poverty. After this, in the
nineteenth century, there were no forces to lead capital and the industrial
revolution into the lines of righteousness. Everyone knows about the terrible
results this had in creating an industrial proletariat. Is it strange that Marx
received so much attention? The mistreatment of men, women and children
was it an indictment? It is understandable that approximately one hundred
years ago, Christians started to deal structurally with these wrong
circumstances. The first social congress organized by Abraham Kuyper (a
Dutch Christian theologian and Prime Minister) and the encyclical Rerum
Novarum were milestones. Christians did not want revolution but change along
the Biblical lines of righteousness. They did not throw bombs, destroy
machines, but in consultation (that was and is a testimony) they worked for
ways to give practical content to the Biblical comment to care for the poor, to
combat the terrible dehumanizing working conditions, poverty, etc. Many
evangelical organizations began their work with prostitutes, drug addicts, etc.,
which bore much blessing, at this time.

In essence, the Christian labour movement is just an organized way of dealing
with structure problems.

What were the most important questions one hundred years ago?

- renewing of societal life;

- new awareness and maturity of the workers;

- working for their interests.

This should be achieved by means of negotiation and only in the last instance
by strikes.

A great deal has been achieved via the labour movement and the fantastic
commitment of many upright Christians; we can only be proud of what’s
happened in these one hundred years.

In some evangelical and reformed circles people go out of their way to avoid
the Christian labour movement. Why is this?

- Sometimes there are misconceptions, e.g. "the labour movement is only
about greed, power, revolution, strikes'.

- Sometimes people do not realize that the Christian labour movement is born
out of a very evangelical impulse and that resounds still after one-hundred
years.

- Sometimes people forget that you can't solve structural problems individually.
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Together, with one another, we have the possibility of witnessing for
righteousness and of giving it concrete form by taking action.

- Sometimes people think that the labour movement is no longer necessary in
our time. This is completely contrary to the reality of the matter.

Unfortunately, even though many injustices have disappeared, many other
problems have taken their place:

- the huge number of unemployed and unemployable people;

- the newly poor, without much opportunity;

- the many foreigners in our country;

- care for God’s creation (the environment).

The Christian labour movement translates this into a few directive ideas, which
give policy and action distinct form:

- righteousness;

- freedom;

- stewardship;

- durability;

- participation;

- solidarity.

It is worth reading what the Dutch Christian Labour Association (CNV) literature
and other Christian Labour Unions say on these matters. Every Christian:
evangelical, reformed and catholic will discover how integrally the Ten
Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount and the call of the prophets are
concretely and practically worked out in these directive ideas.( of the christian
labor association)

Even I, who came from a Christian background, but stayed at arm’s length from
the labour movement, can only state after thorough study and reflection: yes,
the Christian labour movement can be Biblically supported, is needed and
necessary, and has great importance now that we have to deal with the great
problems of the twenty-first century.

It doesn’t help locking yourself up in your own church like a fortress. Neither
does it help to make Europe into an “invincible fortess’.

The great challenges for us lie in the way we translate the story of the good
Samaritan into our direct surroundings, in our work, in our working conditions,
in our place, in our national politics, in Europe, in the world. The office of all
believers puts the responsibility into our own hands, my hands. And therefore |
must act. Hence, praying, reflecting, discussing, policy making, developing
plans of action, influencing processes, making choices and voting.



29. The Kingdom and Righteous-
ness 2 (Political choices)

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven' (Matt. 6:10,
from the Lords Prayer).

In the tradition | came from, people did not vote. Politics, voting, etc. were
associated with power, domination, oppression, cheap compromises (instead
of standing firm) and considered the height of conformity to this world.

As a born-again Christian, politics was the last thing one would engage in. No,
*You, however, did not come to know Christ that way (Eph. 4:20). Hence, you
were expected to close yourself off from the evil world outside, as a holy elite.
If there were people having problems along the road, then, just like the priest
and Levite in the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), you passed by
on the other side, because your discussions were so much higher and holier
than “the world’, since they were about the character of God, salvation, His
return and your devotion. Dirty our hands? No...

By thinking in this way | did not notice that precisely the person whom the
Jews looked down on (the Samaritan) was the one who was willing to get his
hands dirty in trying to solve the problem. And what does Jesus say? If you
want to love God above all and your neighbor as yourself, do what the
Samaritan did, because he showed mercy at work!

How | held myself above everything by means of my reasoning “because
Jesus did not start a political party, so neither should we become active in
politics’. :

How stupid and superficial my thinking was.

Indeed, His kingdom was not of this world, as Jesus says to the ruler in his
time, Pilate, who could only reply cynically, “what is truth?’ (John 18:36-38).
And on the basis of political expediency, he let them crucify Jesus. (While
Jesus is precisely the way, the truth and the life.) In spite of this, Jesus wanted
His followers to live in this world and be “salt’ and “light’ in every aspect, only,
without being from this world, that is, full of the spirit of the world, e.g. lust,
jealousy, spite, evil, gossip, cheating, dishonest in business (Gal. 5:19:10-11),
etc.

The discussion with Pilate about power was in great measure a political
discussion (John 19:10-11),

Look again at the part of the Sermon on the Mount which contains the



beatitudes.

This part is dynamite; it is a real appeal and challenge. It is the social, political
and economic program of Jesus’ kingdom, which is applied through us in the
here and now.

Sometimes it is asserted that the Sermon on the Mount is only “proclamatory’.
Even then it still calls us to perform very practical deeds. Not deeds which are
empty expressions, but deeds which translate the Sermon on the Mount into
matters of righteousness. A righteousness which is not only theory but the
DOING of righteousness. This doing is based on expressing the idea of “love
for our neighbour’, which is to do something for or together with the other
person.

Thinking through this call brings the kingdom about in deed.

What were things like in the first centuries? To begin with, Paul made use of
his rights as a citizen; that too was a political decision! James also took a
definite social and political position (James 2:6). If one reads the church
fathers and the letters in the New Testament, it rapidly becomes clear that it
was definitely not only slaves and plebeians that accepted the gospel; it was
also the middle classes, the craftsmen, farmers, fishermen, merchants; and
even after the first century, among the Christians, there were involved in local
government and the army, etc. There were even believers among the families
of the Ceasars and the Senators.

It could have been a peaceful revolution if Ceasar had not decided that he was
God, forcing everyone to acknowledge him as such. Refusal led to
persecution. Many, like Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego, preferred the fiery
furnace rather than bowing to an idol. It is sad that things got out of hand;
nevertheless, the blood of the martyrs (with their courage and bravery) are the
seeds of the church. The courage to choose for this and to live and to die for
the ideal of the kingdom was also a political choice (i.e. not to recognize
Ceasar as "Lord’) which impressed many.

Eventually this lead to a totally different situation.

Christians made different choices which really had a great political influence.
That, eventually led to the situation in which the medieval church also had to
have political power and control of the state.

This led nowhere.

History teaches that the state must not control the church, just as little as the
church should control the state. But Christians find themselves in both areas.
Each, however, has a lot to say to the other, because in both areas we need to
seek and think through the question of what their purpose is; upon this basis,
norms, values and culture can be given form.
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How blind | was. | read right over the Biblical examples of the men of God who
bore political responsibility and achieved things which were a blessing to a
people (and not for God’s people only).

Examples:

- Joseph even reached the position of ruler of Egypt. And when he was able to
leave, he remained in his position.

- Daniel was the chief advisor of the kings of Mesopotamia, which is like being
a cabinet minister today.

- Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego were like government commissioners.

- Mordechai was the chief counselor (minister) of the king of Persia.

- And we should not forget the Judges of Israel. They were spiritual and
political leaders.

- It is remarkable that even heathen potentates like Cyrus and Nebukadnessar
were servants of God in their political choices (Isa. 44:28, 45:1. Cyrus is even
called the anointed of God! Jer. 27:6-8).

- Special mention should be made of the ancient prophets who made a number
of political statements. A very important one came from Ezekial when he wiped
the floor with the leaders of the people (Ezek. 32). This passage speaks over
the heads of the people to all political leaders, telling them how they ought to
treat the people. John Smith once said that this text should be read at the
opening of every parliament each year. The misuse of power and position is
shown forth for whatit is.

Throughout all of history, and up to the present day, there have been
Christians involved in politics who acted with integrity. Personally, | am most
impressed by the evangelical, William Wilberforce who struggled two hundred
years ago in parliament to abolish slavery. This member of the lower house
was successful!

Motivated by his faith, he was a great philanthropist who practiced mercy
wherever possible.

Regardless of how | looked at things, how ever many years | thought through
my position, | was always brought to the conclusion that as a Christian we
cannot withdraw ourselves from politics; it too is a domain where
righteousness has to be practiced. Politics is precisely the sum of rules agreed
upon to allow society to function.

If you think through the message of the kingdom, you will find there is every
reason to work for a just society. From your faith, there is a direct connection
to the input from your vision of life or world view, for your choices and
decisions.

Strangely enough, in the ordering of a state, the same considerations are



involved as those in a labour union: viz. the questions of justice, solidarity,
mercy, love of your neighbour. And what does this mean practically, in terms
of legislation regarding criminal code, foreign policy, national polity, education
policy, subsidies, the arts, media, health, the poor, the poor in opportunity,
etc.?

In a changing political landscape, and with great international changes going
on, many questions have become extremely timely!

The question | want to ask is what does the kingdom have to do with politics?
Itis answered with Jesus’ answer: do as the Samaritan: dare to take your
hands out of your pockets and help; get involved and don't withdraw.
What are some of the possibilities of political action for Christians?

- voting behaviour;

- become a member of a group or organization;

- take part in research commissions, voters associations;

- take part in leadership training;

- city council member;

- take part on a commission;

- national politics (parliament);

- etc.

Besides this there is still the role every Christian can play in local politics
without immediately joining one or the other party. For example, if a local
council takes a decision which is contrary to justice, take action (gather
signatures, petition, organize discussions). The church should facilitate your
work.

Let us do all of this only with the goal of being a blessing, e.g.

- imagine that they are going to close a youth hang-out, play ground, skating
rink, football field, etc.; go into action;

- take action for safety, the environment, etc.

- take action to promote the sheltering and integration of minorities, etc. Here
to, our personal deeds can be an illuminating light.



30. The Kingdom and His
Worthiness

| just keep coming back to the Sermon on the Mount (see chapter 3); What it
expresses is the great respect and unique valuing God has for human beings
and for particular kinds of actions. It makes you stop and think. Moreover,
when you look at the life of Jesus, you are struck by the high value he places
on children, women and even foreigners.

What a shining example. Yes, the kingdom is a reign of dignity that can shine
through us to others.

The dignity translates directly into valuable things like the fruits of the Spirit
(see chapter 15, 18, 22). Fruit grows; in other words, it can take time for our
lives to be transformed from egocentric ones to ones reflecting the values of
the kingdom. What an inner peace this gives, knowing that we no longer have
to be driven by ourselves (or others). Finally, you may lead your own life being
led by God’s hand, a life with new norms.

Since from these values there is a thread leading to the norms which we will
make use of for ourselves, our lives with others and the wider community.
True norms appear then to be derived from the gospel. Here it appears how
practical the kingdom is.

The norms and values of the gospel give us a new identity. Identity is the way
you are (the factuality) which is something different from the way you feel
about yourself (feelings and image development must be subordinate to your
faith and action). And this new awareness will give you an oasis of rest in the
midst of turbulent times, because you know “who you may be in Christ’ (I Cor.
5:17, Gal. 2:16, 3:26, 5:6).

And in this oasis of rest, which you can experience, there is suddenly room
again for enjoyment, creativity, to have pleasure, to laugh and to cry.

How rich, deep, great and good is life then at God’s hand, the life of the
kingdom.

Yes the kingdom transforms us into people with a royal dignity, which gives
me a new worth as a human being. (See also the passage from Matt. 25:31-
48, about caring for the least.)



31. The Kingdom and the Church

There is no place in Scripture where it says that the kingdom will be the
church. Hence, we must be careful about how we determine the importance of
the church congregation.

Jesus did not himself say anything about the forming of faith communities; He
only called all of us to spread the gospel of the kingdom and to live it.

The apostles did mention the existence of a variety of small (house) churches
(the primitive church) and a few large churches.

And if you think about it, meeting together as church congregation is a logical
thing, since here is a place people can be instructed from the Bible and
worship God (the liturgical aspect). A church also has the necessary social
aspect (a refuge), and the very important transcendent aspect (receiving
forgiveness and forgiving others.)

What is the church for me?

The “ideal’ church congregation is wonderfully described, in my opinion, in the
letter to the Corinthians. *When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a
word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these
must be done for the strengthening of the church’ (I Cor. 14:26).

From this verse it appears that the gatherings were very creative.

Not a one-man show, but there were contributions from many different people.
How far this is from some of our contemporary churches. Why do young
people often leave our churches? Could it be because they don’t get a chance
to contribute, because we don’t make use of their creativity and gifts? Why
should young people or other church members not be allowed to make a
contribution? Why shouldn’t they be allowed to think and pray about liturgy,
reading, preaching, music? And why can’t the congregation be a creative
congregation with a lot of music (from classical to religious-rock music), with
drums, mime, drama, and visual arts? A church in which the gifts begin to be
used (spiritually and creatively) will be a growing church (see my book The
Creative Church, 1993 Continental Sound/ Christian Artists), a church with a
Word for the world, a word which attracts many people once again: the gospel
of the kingdom.

And that means, moreover, practical work for the kingdom: deacons, social
work; this too is a Biblical witness.



32. A Look Back

In this book | have tried to show how my thinking has developed in recent
years.

From music (my booklet called Music and Ministry and Revivals & Music), to
every branch of creativity and art (Royal Creativity), then many new questions
(Reflections) to the roots and foundations of the Gospel (the first 25 Chapters
of this book) and from there to logical applications and consequences.

This is my life journey over the last twenty-five years (1969-1993). Everything
which | have wrestled and prayed through in these years and which have also
formed the work of Continental Sound/Christian Artists, which was allowed to
be an inspiration for many people.

Are all the questions now answered?
No, and there are a great many which have not yet even been touched on, the
kingdom in action, the kingdom in deed.

This is the record of my personal journey. This is what | have thought and lived
through myself.

It is quite possible that there are many things shared in common with others;
but | have intentionally not looked at them. On a certain day, | very consciously
began to ask: What really is the Gospel?

| went from one astonishment to another. You do not have to agree with me
wholly (or even partially), but if there is nothing to discuss it’'s going to get
pretty dull here.

Of course, there were many whom | could have quoted: Bernard of Clairvaux.
Thomas a Kempis, Theresia of Avila, Luther, Calvin, Kuyper, Dooyeweerd,
Schaeffer, Rookmaaker, Floyd McClung, etc., but how would that have helped
me? No, | had to take my own route, praying and reading the Bible.

Personally, my only sentiment is one of thankfulness for this journey of
discovery, it was very enriching!

Leen La Riviere



33. Close

Through the years | was allowed to be the director of many activities. Many of
them were innovative.

As a result, the work of Continental Sound, Christian Artists Europe, Seminars,
Conferences and the Arts Union (Kunstenbond) is now going on.

What first began as the activities of Leen and Ria La Riviére is now a widely
branched out movement, supported by a large group of board members,
volunteers, full-time workers and a central office.

On October 23, 1992, after a period of penetrating discussion, all of the board
members adopted the following mission-statement:

"Called to be a part of the kingdom of God means: putting into practice, love,
compassion, freedom, solidarity and righteousness; the result of which is the
influencing and forming of the culture in a creative and/or proclamatory way’.

At the end of this book | want to give God all the glory; the inspiration comes
from Him to develop your gifts, and to take your responsibility as a human
being, to become mature, to accept your priesthood as a believer, prayerfully
and in deed.

To honour him | want to recite the most beautiful prayer | know:

*But when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. ! tell
you the truth, they have received their reward in full. When you pray, go into
your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray,
do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because
of their many words.

Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
This is how you should pray:

Qur Father in heaven,

hollowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your wiil be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.

[For yours js the kingdom, and the power,




and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.]

For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not
forgive your sins' (Matt. 6:5-15).

Yes, the kingdom is from God, may it come Lord!
It challenges (me) in deed!
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