
THE MESSAGE
La Rivière, Leen
THE MESSAGE
Consists of 2 books:
-The Kingdom in Deed (1995)
-The Kingdom of Righteousness (1996)
As, once again, there is a growing need for reflection on the content of Christian
communication, both books are being published in one volume with the title: THE
MESSAGE. 
The books deal in depth with the message of Jesus Christ.
ISBN 978-90-76959-35-1
Copyrights: © 1994, 1996, 2011 (De Boodschap, original Dutch edition), 2012 English
version (The Message)
Translation: Roger Henderson
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, microfilm
or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.
Publisher:
Continental Sound Music, Postbox 81065, 3009 GB Rotterdam, the Netherlands, tel. +31-10-
4568688, e-mail: leen@continentalart.org; www.continentalsound.org;
www.christianartists.org. www.la-riviere.nl www.continentalart.org
This is Volume 4 from the series  ‘Biblical principles’
Volume 1 – Christian and Creative
Volume 2 – Music and Ministry
Volume 3 – Praise and Worshippers
Volume 4 – The Message (this book)
Volume 5 – Creative Leadership
Volume 6 – Faith (the church) and the public arena
Volume 7 – Prayers

Unless otherwise stated, all Bible quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible, Anglicized edition copyright 1989,1995, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the churches of Christ in the United States of America



CONTENT
Page C  Introduction  Leen La Rivière
Page D  Foreword by Ralph van Manen, singer-songwriter
Page E  Foreword by Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, former prime-minister of the Netherlands 
Page 2   Content of the books,
              With introductions from Dennis Peacocke, Calif; Rev John Peck, UK, Dr. John         
              Smith PHD, Australia, Prof. Seerveld, Canada



INTRODUCTION
Faithful Christians base their life and their actions on Jesus Christ. After 2,000 years His 
actions, His sayings, His stories continue to inspire millions of people. He has an impact 
on their personal faith as Saviour and Redeemer, but also on their everyday lives as 
human beings and the society in which they live.
To understand all of this, we need to study His message. So WHAT has Jesus said and 
thought?
From 1993-1996 I took a ‘study journey’ through the Bible to search of this Message of 
Jesus.
Even from my initial readings I saw that
1. Jesus hardly ever ‘preached’
2. Jesus was an artist
Because He used the most common and popular art form from the East: storytelling. And by
means of these stories He communicated His message. These stories we call today ‘parables’.
And what was the message of these ‘parables’? In each and every one the content is to do 
with ‘The Kingdom of God’.
In the first book ‘The Kingdom in Deed’ I reveal my journey of discovery in all these
‘parables’: what is here the message of Jesus and why this message talks again and again
about ‘The Kingdom of God’. It is a fascinating journey, and it touches me deeply.
But after reading this first book, when it was out as the first Dutch edition, and rereading
again, it occurred to me that searching for the Kingdom is ‘doing the Kingdom’ and the
relationship is here with righteousness and justice.
So in part two, ‘The Kingdom of Righteousness’ I report on this second journey of discovery.
Even now rereading the English version it touches me deeply again.
As these books belong together as the two sides of one coin, they appear in this English 
version together.
This message of Jesus is so valid for today: family life, society, economics, politics, civil
society, unions and association, but also for us as artists.
I asked two special persons to write a foreword for this new edition.
- Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, former Prime-Minister of the Netherlands. As a Professor and
as Prime-Minister, he has always been involved with all methods of communication. Also, he
has always been inspired by the Gospels. So what is his opinion about this book ‘The
Message’?
-Ralph van Manen, leading singer-songwriter of the Netherlands, is constantly participating
in all forms of communication. Ralph finds his inspiration too in the Gospels, so what will he
say about this book?
May this book become an inspiration for many  
Leen La Rivière, leen@continentalart.org
AD 2012



Introduction by Ralph van Manen, singer-songwriter

Leen is not a superficial Christian. You will become aware of that, if you read his books. Such 
books take a lot of study and sometimes years of thorough analysis and preparation. He looks 
far ahead and that delivers some fascinating insights!
Leen rethinks in this book the text of the Gospels. And that results in the great panorama of 
the purpose of God’s Kingdom being of radical importance for our times. The ‘Old’ Book, is 
suddenly totally new and fresh.
It is a panorama of God’s grace, but also challenges us to be responsible and to have integrity.
I advise all to read this book with an open mind and be prepared, now and then, to look into 
the mirror. Leen’s statements fearlessly clean the floor of ‘spiritualised’ dust, and there is no 
room for  spiritual ‘bourgeois’ mentality so often  seen in believers and congregations.
The writing of this book is an excellent form of biblical stewardship



For His honour,
by Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, former prime-minister of The Netherlands
Sociologist Anton Zijderveld (Erasmus University, Rotterdam wrote many years ago that we 
live in a ‘staccato’ culture, moving too fast from one hype or development into another; a 
culture without moments of rest or reflection.
This important observation is valid in a time where so many people face so many questions. 
Globally there is the problem of the climate, the finiteness of fossil fuels, the growth of the 
world population (9 billion in 2050, and shifts of economic and political powercentres. 
Closer to home we deal with hard-heartedness, alienation, populistic tendencies, feelings of 
unsafety and insecurity about our own existence.
In contrast, positive aspects for society are: hope, perspective and prospects with expectation. 
These tendencies can as well be recognised. There is a clear call to the world of trade and 
industry to do business ethically, with integrity and responsibility. There is a felt need to work 
on new alliances between governments, enterprises, civil society and religious groups and to 
look for concrete meanings for a durable life for everybody. There is a moral duty to make 
choices for ‘us’ and ‘later’, instead for ‘me’ and ‘now’. 
Such hope-giving perspectives are connected to thinking about responsibility. Responsibility 
for our environment and habitat, for the destiny of people in need either far away or nearby, 
for a durable economic development, for safe living areas, for respect, tolerance and empathy.
This ethos of responsibility cannot go without morals, values and norms giving direction so 
that the ideals of people can create changes in peoples and structures. Here especially the 
Christian command to love is essential: to love your neighbour as yourself, and also to see the 
other as more excellent than yourself. Dr. Martin Luther King once said about life’s purpose 
for every Christian:  ‘To make freedom and justice a reality for all of God’s children’.
To build the ‘good society’, the Bonum Commune, we must start with a deep inner 
conviction.
It may be true that parts of the Western world show developments of secularization and de-
churching, but this does not mean that Christian inspiration and meaning have lost their 
intrinsic value.
Leen La Rivière stands totally in this tradition of faith and work based on the promises of 
Christ. Over a long period of time he has shown just what Christian-social inspiration can do 
for how people think and what people do, for the development of visions in a fast changing 
society and for having a moral compass. Faith, creation of vision and creativity are in line. 
Leen La Rivière’s message is one of trust.
This book offers a great and undeniable contribution to hope, perspective and expectation. 
The subjects he discusses deal with points of rest and moments of reflection, all of which are 
so needed today.
Every day we need to build the Kingdom of God and its justice. This book contains important 
themes. A message of hope in a world of confusion. A message of taking up your own 
responsibility. And a message of serving God in dayly life, to His glory.
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Foreword to Leen La Rivière's 
book on the Kingdom of God 
By Dennis Peacocke, California 

Some years ago I attended a Christian Leaders conference in the United 
States composed of Catholics, Anglicans and Evangelicals dealing with the 
issue of 'Peace And Disarmament' trom the Christian piont of view. A day-and­
a-half into the conference, the chairman decided to lead the forty or so 
attendees into a wide-open discussion regarding our deepest feelings on the 
church and world-events. However, there was one ground rule: we could not 
talk about the possibility of the kingdom of God on earth! While the group 
seemed to consent, 1 inwardly went ballastic, only to gradually fall back to 
earth and to privately conceed that once again unreality and a lack of courage 
had struck believers in the body of Christ. 

Not so tor Leen La Rivière. He chooses to discuss the most fundamental of all 
Christ's issues, that is, the invasion of tallen man's society with the kingdom of 
God. Even more to the point, the invasion of that kingdom naw and not simply 
in the 'sweet bye and bye'. 

While holding to the traditionally accepted theological borders of a kingdom 
which is 'here and not yet', Leen challenges us all to squarely face the only 
really strategie question tor modern believers: how much of God's kingdom 
dare we hope and work for naw, prior to Christ's return, in a world coming off 
its hinges? Ultimately, tor serieus believers, this is the supreme question of 
relevancy. lndeed, Christ declared the arrival of His kingdom some 2,000 
years ago. What does it look like and how is it to futher yet unfold though our 
lives as that 'yeast hidden in the bread', or 'mustard seed planted in 
obscurity?1 This is the question Leen encourages us to wrestlè with. 

That the kingdom of God is not currently, and always, the central theme of the 
Church's teaching and practica reveals the degree to which the demonie 
conspiracy against thruth has operated against man. As Leen pionts out, the 
kingdom was John the baptist's passion, Christ's passion and Paul's passion. 
lndeed, even the cross of Christ's is centrally positioned as the door to tallen 
man's access to God's kingdom rather than simply a random, collosal display 
of God's love tor His creation. The co-conspiracy of the world-system and 
demonie principalities working through both that system and the religious 
nature of man in the Church, have combined to obscure this truth. We have 
either not clearly seen 'salvatiön' as the door to God's kingdom, or we have 



smothered it in a sea of pious emotionalism and human sentimentaly. God's 
love is both practical and focused. 

Perhaps the clearest example of this conspiracy to obscure the centrality of 
the kingdom is illustrated in the popular evangelical emphasis on being 
'bom again'.2 As Christ points out, being bom again is non-negotiable and 
essential but as the text óf John 3:3 points out, it is the means to an end rather 
than the end itself. We are bom again so as to be able to "see the kingdom of 
God'. Similarly we are to be 'bom of water and the spirit'3 not so as to just go 
to heaven or simply speak in tongues but again so as to be able to 'see the 
kingdom of God'. How we have focused on the means instead of the end for 
centuries, by millions of God-laving people stands as an unmistakable 
testimony to the amound of spiritual confusion and warfare wich surrounds the 
very study of God's kingdom. 

So what is the Kingdom? In the broadest terms, it is God's will and way being 
done on earth as it is in heaven though the holy Spirit using Christ's partner, 
redeemed man.4 
God invaded bath earth and time in Jesus Christ, recovered them both 
through the cross of His reconciliation and returned to heaven's throne. But He 
left no void: He left the redeemed community, empowered by His Spirit, to fill 
out and further tear open the hole His penitration had pierced into the fabric of 
the world's falleness. And soit shall be until He returns, in every sphere of 
human activity. 

May Leen's book further tear at that hole and help widen it. May this book 
further raise questions and indeed churchmen's bloodpressure! May the 
debate spread like a divine disease until the lump of the Church be leavened 
and changed. And then the world shall see the gospel rather than simply hear 
it. 

1 Matthew 13: 
2 Joh. 3:3 
3 John 3:5 
4 Rom. 8:17 



A Preface to 'The Kingdom In 
Deed'. 
By John Peck, Eng/and 

When I first met Leen La Rivière, sitting at ease in the sun at a Greenbelt 
Festival, 1 had no idea what sart of man I was getting involved with. In this era 
of specialisation, it is seldom that you carne across someone who combines a 
keen artistic sense with an aptitude for polities, the risk-taking enthusiasm of a 
visionairy with organisational skills. 
And a writer as well. .. 

You would think that such a person would present something profoundly 
complex. In fact, the language of this book is deceptively simple, and 
disarmingly different; but in it Leen is pleading tor a total commitment. 'Really', 
you say; 'how often have we heard that exhortation'. But this is different; this is 
not fora merely religious commitment. Rather, it includes a secular 
commitment to Christ. 

The book begins with some bible-studies on the Parables of the Kingdom. 
Perceptive they are, but straightforward enough. Except that they are 
preparing you, dear reader, to have that Kingdom idea as the focus of your 
thinking about the Gospel, rather than, for instance, your individual salvation, 
or your devotional life, or your personal relationships. 

After that, if you follow his thinking carefully, and begin to build on it for 
yourself, you are likely to be drawn into a somewhat unnerving adventure - a 
Christianity which is more than enthusiastic religious activity, helping old ladies 
across the road, and keeping out of the hands of the police: more even than 
high ideals and mora! standarts. lt will involve facing those apparently neutra! 
areas of your life with hard questions about ways and means: 'What are the 
interests of the Kingdom in this? How are they to be promoted?' 1 am 
honoured to have the opportunity to recommend that you read this book right 
to the very end. 



Introduction to Leen's book 

By John Smith, Australia 

lt always feels good to recommend the writing of a man whose heart and life 
are one with his ideas and ideals. During fifteen years of sharing with Leen, in 
the European Christian Artist movement he has parented and mentored with 
his wife, Ria, 1 have seen his longing for his Kingdom to "carne on earth as it is 
in Heaven". Their comittment, their dream and their life is this. 
The ARTS, the nerve ends of the soul of any society, have been their focus. 
To visualize, to dramatize, to dance, to sing, to paint - all for the unveiling of a 
Kingdom of grace, inclusion and love, has been their passion. lt is therefore 
not surprising that Leen should choose the picturesque storytelling of Jesus 
parables to arrest our attention in a challenge of the alternative Humanity 
which Jesus calls us to be. This book is not exhaustive. lt is not scholary 
defence of a particular exegetical method of interpreting the text. lt is however, 
a wonderful series of provocative points about life and the Kingdom. 

In a time when misguided teachers of the bible seem to prefer Paul's 
commentary of life in Christ to the supreme teachings of Jesus Himself, it is 
refreshing to pick up a book which centres on Jesus' declared view of life. As 
someone has said, the GREAT COMMISSION must always be in submission 
to the GREAT COMMANDMENT. The teaching of His inclusive Grace and 
love are really all we can ever build our lives upon. 

You may not agree with his interpretation of some parables, but the weight of 
evidence supports his basic conclusions. This book will do damage to worldly 
ambitions and selfish polities, if it is heeded. 

The Kingdom of God will only be fully realized in the eschaton. In the time we 
await that Divine conclusion, we have orders to be agents of that Kingdom, 
living by its values, submitted to its King, proclaiming its order or agenda and 
celebrating its realistic hope. The Kingdom is about things that can be seen 
and heard. 

This is a practical book. lt provokes renewed thought and revived hope for the 
followers of Jesus to literally make a difference by living His life in the real 
world by the power of His Spirit. In one sense Bono Vox was right when he 
wrote a decade ago 'WE MUST FINISH THE WORK THAT CHRIST 
BEGUN .. .' This is a short dance, a mini concert of celebration hope and the 
challenge to walk in His ways in His world. 

z 



Introduction: The Kingdom of 
God 
I am not a theologian, but a seeker of the truth, indeed, the truth shall make US 

free. 
In my work with al1 facets of music and the arts, which are heavily influenced 
by the society and culture, I was confronted, quite particularly, by topics 
concerning 'the kingdom of God' - which in my opinion is the heart of Jesus' 
message, also sornetirnes called the 'gospel'. 
But what is that and how do I myself work with it here and now? 
This little book is a record of my journey of discovery. 
For some people it wil1 contain nothing new, for others it will. 
What is in this book has heiped me very much to understand rny task and 
influence in God's light. 
May it help al1 of US to be a shining light and a salting salt. 

Leen La Rivière 

When Jesus was asked about the parable of the good seed and the weeds he 
said: ' the good seeds are the children of the kingdomJ (Matt. 13:38) 



1. The Whereabouts of the 
Kingdom of God 
Where is the Kingdom of God? 
This is a question which every Christian thinks about at some time. We say it 
with a sigh in the Lord's Prayer: 'Your kingdorn corne, on earth as it is in 
heaven'. 
In any case it is certain that the kingdom of God is something which is coming. 
This is clear. Only after the Lord has taken dominion, which is His, over the 
whole earth, shall this kingdom be established. 
This means waiting for His return and waiting for the new heaven and the new 
earth with righteousness 

But if the only thing to do now is wait, what sense is there in being on earth? 
In reading al1 of the Bible verses about the Kingdom, it becomes evident that 
the kingdom of God is already here. 
How can that be? 
We find remarkable texts such as: 

- 'But seek first his kingdorn and his righteousness, and al1 these things wil1 be 
given to you as welf (Matt. 6:33). This means that we can find it in the here 
and now, and realize something of it. 

- ' But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you' (Matt. 12:28). Hence, the kingdom of God can manifest itself 
in a concrete way here and now. It is so concrete that we can be free, be 
human, find room for ourselves ... fantastic! 

- ' Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven' (Matt. 18:4). A huge challenge to be humble, 
unincumbered, and to have a childlike trust which ends up determining our 
position in the kingdom. 

- ' For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirif (Rom. 14: 17). From this 
passage we gather that it concerns our behavior and motivation here and now. 

- ' For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power' (I Cor. 4:20). 
This means that by the power of the Holy Spirit the dimension of the kingdom 
can become visible now. 



lt is certainly not visible only in order to be talked about. No, but to walk and 
act on the authority of the Holy Spirit. 

- 'For he has rescued us trom the dominion of darkness and brought us into
the kingdom of the Son he /oves (Col. 1 :13).

- Jesus said: 'The kingdom of God is within you' (Luke 17:20-21 ).

This "dualism" is at the heart of the message of Jesus: the kingdom is here 
and it is coming. 

10 



2. Jesus: The First 
Manifestation of the Kingdom 
It already began with John the Baptist who called out: 'Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near' (Matt. 3; See Matt. 3:11-15). 

When John was taken captive, Jesus began to appear in public. 
'And Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching 
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness 
among the people' 
(Matt. 4:23, cf. Luke 4:43, 8:1, 16:16). What strikes me here is that the whole 
context is the good news of the kingdom: a much greater and wider panorama 
than the barrenness I often meet with: namely the good news that "you are 
saved", and that's it! 
Nothing is further from the truth. 
The good news, the gospel, goes infinitely further than the knowledge of being 
saved. 
The gospel of the kingdom relates not only to the way the reign of Jesus wil1 
look in the future but speaks very clearly about the here and now. 
The good news which Jesus brought was that His reign can be effective now. 
(And shortly, after the second-coming, over the whole world.) 
lts present coming appears from the many signs and wonders which occur. 
(Not only the miracles of Jesus. He sent his disciples out with the Same 
message and signs of the kingdom; see, for example, Luke 9:10, 10:9.) How 
easily we forget that the gospel is the gospel of the kingdom! 



3. The Content of the Gospel 
Jesus used many examples to make clear the nature and the implications of 
the kingdom. But in one place we find the entire content of the message of the 
kingdom; it is known to US as 'The Sermon on the Mount' or 'The Beatitudes' 
(Matt. 5:l-12). 
The whole thing is pure dynamite; even if Jesus had never healed or brought 
anyone back to life, these words alone would have been powerful enough to 
turn the whole world upside-down, rightly called good news, the gospel of the 
kingdom. 

'Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 
His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
for they wil1 inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say al1 
kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the Same way theypersecuted the prophets who 
were before you.' 

Glorious! Every time I read this it moves me tremendously. It gives me goose 
bumps. 
It is remarkable that this sermon leads int0 the following: 

' You are the salt of the earth. Buf if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out 



and trampled by men. 
You are the light of the world. A city on a hifi cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. lnstead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father 
in heaven' (Matt. 5:13-16). 

What is actually going on here is that Jesus is putting the application into the 
hands of the people: you and me. 
- You are the salt.
- You are the light.

Salt 
Being salt: being invisibly present and by means of deeds, decision making, 
preserving or taste enhancing, being active. This is directly applicable to all the 
areas of trade, industry, education, the media, polities, labeur movements, etc. 
We need more salt - more Christians who stand up and have a positive 
influence, each in his own area. 
lf we don't do this, we will be trampled down. 
(Your faith, your identity, your norms and values are put in jeopardy.) 

Light 
We aften associate the principle of light with evangelism outreach, preaching, 
Bible teaching and the like. And why not? Nevertheless, the Bible text 
suggests a wider application: 
· Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds ... '
Hence, this light should become apparent trom our deeds and is again
connected to the content of the Sermon on the Mount: carrying this out and
doing this is what is meant by letting your light shine. (Light is separate trom its
object; salt infiltrates it.)



4. More Reconnoitering

'Repent, tor the kingdom of heaven is near,' said Jesus, 
(Matt. 4: 17); and in the Sermon on the Mount (see chapter 3) he explained 
what repentance meant. 
We need conversion both internally and in regard to our actions: to think and 
to act differently. 
The Sermon on the Mount is dynamite. 
Same people think of the term 'blessed' as meaning something heavenly, 
sweet, unctuous or brave. 
Lets try to express it tor once in a contemporary way. As a concept, 'blessed' 
concerns blessing, shalom, viz. · God is with you.' 
Then we get, tor example, · Blessed are those who hunger and thirst tor 
righteousness, God is with you in this; you wiJJ be satisfied, God wil/ help you 
with the completion.' 

lf you actualize the Sermon on the Mount in this way it has some protound 
societal and politica! implications. 
And if you think your way into this program of basic perspectives this will 
change society fundamentally. 
As it was once the hope of the poor and oppressed, it will now mean hope tor 
many many more. 
The Sermon on the Mount is extremely relevant! 

The Sermon on the Mount: its content, give clear rules tor behaviour, a 
credible word. 
lt is a message which makes clear the purpose, direction and challenge of the 
kingdom. 
lts relationship with right (law) and righteousness is remarkable! 

The challenge to God's children to be peacemakers is also remarkable: bridge 
builders, those who bring harmony, daring to mediate, working tor 
reconciliation in particular situations and trying to overcome factionalism. 

Learning to act and live it out: · But whoever practices and teaches these 
commands wil/ be called great in the kingdom of heaven' (Matt. 5:19). • For I 
tel/ you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the /aw, you wil/ certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven' 
(Matt. 5:20). 
There's a lot to be done before it becomes superfluous. 
Theretore, do it! 
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We can put the Sermon on the Mount into practice with enthusiasm. 
' Not everyone who says to me, ' lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven' (Matt. 7:20). 



5. Images of the Kingdom

Not everyone understood Jesus. 
There were various reasons why he spoke in parables. 
' The disciples carne to him and asked, Why do you speak to the people in 
parables? 
He replied: The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been 
given to you, but not to them. Whoever has wil/ be given more, and he wil/ 
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has wil/ be taken 
trom him. This is why I speak to them in parab/es' (Matt. 13: 10-13). 
Thus it appears that trom the parables we can conclude something of the 
character, principles, goal and functioning of the kingdom. 

'But b/essed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they 
heat' (Matt. 13-16). 
Let's look at the parables more closely, since they are the keys to 
understanding the kingdom and to a new dimension of abundance and 
superfluity. 



6. The Sower

'Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 
When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is 
the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed that fel/ on 
rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with Joy. 
But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the word, he quickly fa/Is away. The one who 
received the seed that fel/ among the thorns is the man who hears the word, 
but the worries of this life and the deceitfu!ness of wealth choke it, making it 
unfruitful. But the one who received the seed that feil on good soil is the man 
who hears the word and understands it. He produces a erop, yielding a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown (Matt. 13:18-23 and Matt. 13: 1-9). 

The seed is the message of the kingdom. 
From this story it appears that it has different outcomes for different people. 
The seed which falls in good soil will produce much fruit. Still, watchfulness is 
called for. 

- Good roots are required, there is no room for superficiality; not cometic, but
a thorough approach, especially in regard to your own roots and motives.
Thankfully, roots and motives can be sanctified, purified and ennobled just as
men purify precieus metals in a crucible.
- The seed can fall along the path where it will be picked up and fail to get
rooted. The pressures of everyday life can keep it from germinating!
- Thorns and thistles can choke it: unbridled thirst for success in one's carreer,
or for money, luxury and pleasure, in other words, hedonism, can choke the
seed.

What can we do about this? 
We should turn things around! lf you have an incredibly busy life, take time 
and periods of rest in order to regularly seek the kingdom and to meditate on 
it. 
lt is aften very valuable to realize for what and for whom you are striving. 
Yourself? Your own pleasure? Or do you desire to serve a higher goal? Wake 
up! Don't be a captive to your own egotism. 

To me this passage poses a question: What are you really doing! See to it that 
you are rooted in thetruth (John 1:17, 3:21, 8:32, 14:6, 17:7, Eph. 5:9, 6:14, 
Col. 2:7, 1 Peter 5: 10). For this truth makes you free (John 8:32, 1 :17, 14:6). 



7. Sowing 
' Jesus told them another parable: The Kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat 
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
The owner's servants came to him and said, Sir, didn't you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds come from? 
An enemy did this, he replied. The servants asked him, Do you want US to go 
and pull them up? 
No, he answered, because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up 
the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, At that time I will 
tel1 the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn' 
(Matt. 1 3:24-30). 

An interesting story. 
We would start weeding as soon as there were weeds. The Greek text speaks 
of a weed that looks a lot like wheat. Hence, one could very easily start pulling 
up everything, the good and the bad at once. The difference is not visible at 
first, only when plants are mature does it become clear, and then the weeds 
can easily be pulled up. 
The wheat becomes golden brown and the weeds are green. 

The explanation and application are of great importance: 

Then he left the crowd and went info the house. His disciples came to him 
and said, Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field. 
He answered, The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field 
is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. 
The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his 
kingdom everything that causes sin and al1 who do evil. They will throw them 
into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has 
ears, let him heat (Matt. 13:36-43). 

- The field is the world. The world is God's (Matt. 11 :25-27, Acts 17:24). 
The kingdom is not the local church or congregation. If the church were the 



only place the kingdom was revealed it would wither and become a ghetto. 
Indeed, God has plans for a Church; 1'11 return to this later. 
- God sows His children (we human beings)! 
In other words, we should let ourselves be sown in al1 the facets of life; 
community, society, the social playing field, politics, labour movement, the 
media, education, the arts, culture, science, philosophy, business, etc., to take 
root in these areas; and by living according to the ethics of the kingdom, bear 
fruit in this place. 
- The devil also sows his children (his followers) in the processes of growth of 
this world. 
- Until the Lord returns, there wil1 be an (ethical) conflict between these two 
kinds of children. 
- By personally growing in God's harmony and also by growing in influence in 
the places where we work, and are active, we neutralize the influence of the 
evil one there. 
- Look at a wheat field sometime before it is harvested; there is more wheat 
than weeds. I say this intentionally because I very often meet people who are 
afraid of the world and only fee1 safe on Sundays in church. 
- God wants everything to be rnatured. 
Only then is there separation and harvest. Thus, God simply has patience. 
The more we grow up, the clearer the difference becomes for everyone 
between the deeds and goals of God's children and others. 
God also has patience because repentance and conversion are possible. 
A child of the darkness can turn and begin to live in the light of God (I Peter 
2:9, John 12:46, Acts 26:18, Eph. 5:8, Col. 1 :13). 
- Sometimes we wonder why God does not intervene? He doesn't because he 
wants evildoers to repent, and because this evil has not yet reached 'maturity'. 
- At first, things look alike. The devil looks like an angel of light, he can impress 
and deceive. 
But the closer things come to maturity the clearer it becornes that that'light' is 
evil. 

In any case, gather the courage to let yourself be sown! 
Enter int0 the 'world'! Become fruitful. 
The kingdom resembles a two stage rocket: 
- Through our surrender to Jesus, the kingdom comes in US and we are a part 
of his kingdom. 
- After that, we establish the kingdom by our deeds, their effects and influence 
in the places where we live and work. 
There, we are the kingdom. 



8. The Mustard Seed 
'He told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of al1 your 
seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come andperch in its branches' (Matt. 13:31). 

This well-known Sunday school story continues to fascinate. 
It portrays very vividly the way the growth process works. 
It does not rely upon big, strong or impressive things; the kingdom does not 
depend upon these. 
It begins (in your life and the things you do) with something very small. But 
that very small mustard seed grows to become a tree which provides 
protection and nourishment for others! 
That growth process takes time. For this, we too need to have patience. How 
quickly we say: 'Lord, I want to bear fruit, now; I want to do something great 
this year'. 

We need to take root and be established. We grow in plain view of everyone, 
with trunk, branches, leaves, blossoms and fruit. This has to be accompanied 
by the growth of strong and deep roots which are unseen (Eph. 3:17; Col. 2:7). 
There is a need for spiritual deepening so that there is growth of identity, a 
stable character, and we are the norms and values. 
Nevertheless, we shouldn't think condescendingly of the little mustard seed: 
'Oh Lord, I just started;' or 'who am I Lord, use him or her, since they are so 
much further developed.' 
No false humility; we mislead ourselves this way. ' / f  you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, Move from here to there, and it 
wil1 move' (Matt. 17:20). 

Mustard-seed-faith can move mountains. And with this faith we stand in the 
midst of the world to make the impossible come true. 



9. Yeast

- He told them still another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a

woman took and mixed info a large amount of flour until it worked all through
the dough'
(Matt. 13:33).

Yeast was once called leaven. What does leaven or yeast do in the flour? 
Flour has all the necessary qualities to be nourishing; but take a little bit of dry 
flour, you'II choke on it! 

Flour needs water and yeast (water is the symbol of the work of the Holy 
Spirit). 
After being kneaded (if anything is really going to come out of it, we too must 
let God form and knead us) you have to leave dough alone. 
This is an appropriate comparison. For how aften and how easily do we chide, 
iriterfere and measure each other to see if we are 
- spiritual enough in order to .. ..
- Christian enough in order to .. ..
- anointed enough in order to .. ..
- educated enough in the Bible in order to .... 

The women in the story had to cover the dough and let the yeast do its work. 

Just trust in the work of the yeast. 
This is an important encouragement (or reprimand) tor every child of God. 
- lf the work of the kingdom has started in you (this is the massage of Jesus),
trust that it will do its work.
- lf you have planted the seed of the kingdom with someone else, in one way
or another, trust that it will do its work.
You can naw only pray tor water, the work of the Holy Spirit, in order that the
leavening process results in good dough.

After awhile you have good dough, and bread is made out of it. 

There appear to be two kinds of yeast. 
- The thinking of the Holy Spirit about the kingdom.
In this case it is a positive process which brings about a total transformation.
- The thinking of the scribes and pharisees: formalism, mannerism, legalism,
methodism (1 don't mean the Methodist Church). Jesus warns us emphatically
against these {Matt. 16:6). Such thinking spoils good "dough". Don't let
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yourself be infected by these ways of thinking, this leaven. 

The yeast of the kingdom may do His work in US so that it works al1 through US 

and grows to completeness and maturity. 

Trust in this yeast, entrust yourself to the Holy Spirit, the thinking, the 
leavening process of God. 

P.S. There is a third kind of leaven, namely, that of the Herodians. It is the 
conviction that for the sake of nearly absolute power, anything may be 
sacrificed and destroyed which stands in the way of one's goal. 'The ends 
justify the means.' This is what Herod and his party practiced. He murdered 
almost his entire family, for fear of losing his political power. 



10. A Treasure 
' The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found 
it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold al1 he had and bought that 
field" (Matt. 13:44). 

Wouldn't it be great to find a treasure. In order to use that treasure, however, 
you have to own it. 
In the case of this example the person sold everything he had in order to be 
able to buy the field, in order to become the owner of the treasure. 
The point is clear: The kingdom is something so fantastic and unique that you 
can and wil1 give everything you have in order to be a pari of it. 
The message of the kingdom of God is a great discovery. 
A kingdom which makes US free! Free to develop al1 of our talents; free to 
really live. Free because we can be sure we wil1 be a part of it eternally. 
Free to bear fruit. 
For this kingdom, I am ready to give everything! 
The value of the discovery is that the treasure turns out to be in the midst of 
this world, which is the field. 
Right in the midst of this world we find how valuable and how true the 
message of the kingdom is. 



11. The Pearl

'Again, the kingdom of heaven is /ike a merchant looking for fine pearls. When 
he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and 

bought if (Matt. 13:45). 

Today pearls are not so valuable since modern methods of growing artificial 
ones have been developed. 
In the past, however, things were different. lt was a 'pearl in the crown.' The 
pearl was one of the crown jewels. 
When a very special one was found in an oyster it was worth a fortune. 
lt is understandable that the merchant dealing in pearls bought the very 
special one and sold the rest for it. 

lt is funny that in this parable of the kingdom, a comparison is made with a 
clever businessman. 
In this parable the kingdom has a tremendous worth, comparable with crown 
jewels. 

Another good comparison is that of the pearl itself; pearls grow in secret, layer 
by layer, and they even begin with an impurity, a grain of sand which gets into 
the oyster. Aren't the works of God wondrous! From an impurity comes a 
crown jewel. Aren't we too made trom an 'impurity'? 



12. The Net

'Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was lef down in the fake 

and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the 
share. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw 
the bad away. This is how it wil/ be at the end of the age. The angels wil/ come 
and separate the wicked trom the righteous and throw them info the fiery 
furnace, where there wil/ be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Have you understood all these things? Jesus asked. 
Yes they replied. 
He said to them, Therefore eve,y teacher of the /aw who has been instructed 
about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 
storeroom new treasures as wel/ as old (Matt. 13:47-52). 

In this parable various things intrigue me. 
The kingdom of God appears to call and to gather many people. 
Just as with the harvest, when the net is pulled up, only then is there a sifting 
of the good and the bad. 
In other words, people just live and work, bringing about both good and not 
such good things. In this too, there is a sifting. 

The net is only pulled up when it is full, when the time is ripe. Here too the 
fisher�en appear to have patience. 
The Lord certainly wasn't the same as the scribes. 
But even a scribe can become a disciple of the kingdom. 
His thinking would be renewed by the Holy Spirit. Such a man has learned a 
lot trom such an experience. 
Hence, there will carne out of his combined life experiences many new and old 
things which can be fitted into a new framework. God can indeed make all 
things work together tor good (Rom. 8:28). 

lt can sometimes be very useful to let the net be dragged through our lives. 
What will carne to light? 
Sometimes we think that everything we did in the period of our lives before we 
turned to the Lord Jesus, and our faith changed our lives, had no meaning. 
Old things can also be valuable; we must leave that to the sifting work of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Conversion, it just so happens, is not amnesia. 



13. Judgement

' Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is /ike a king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. As he began the settfement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be so/d to 
repay the debt. 
The servant feil on his knees before him. Be patient with me, he begged, and I 
wi/1 pay back everything. The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the 
debt and let him go. 
But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. Pay back 
what you owe me! he demanded. 
His fellow servant feil to his knees and begged him, Be patient with me, and I 
wil/ pay you back. 
But he refused. lnstead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until 
he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they 
were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had 
happened.· 
Then the master cal/ed the servant in. You wicked servant, he said, f canceled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shoufdn't you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you? In anger his master tumed 
him over to the jailers until he should pay back all he owed. 

This is how my heavenly Father wil/ treat each of you un/ess you forgive your 
brother trom your hearf (Matt. 18:23-35). 

This is what we too will do, we will never be so completely fair with everyone 
that we will be guiltless. We owe God a great deal. 
And what if judgment were held today? Is there anything we could give God 
that would blot out our own sins? 
There seems to be nothing left but to throw ourselves down and ask tor mercy. 
And indeed, Jesus pardons us. Jesus is the expression of God, he expresses 
compassion and loving kindness. 'Lord have mercy.' 

lf we receive such mercy from God, then the judgement will be whether or not 
we have acted in conforrnity with God's character and have shown forth God's 
character to others, forgiving them just as clearly from the heart. 

The kingdom is a judgernent on the human way of behaving: an eye tor an 
eye, a tooth fora tooth. 



The kingdorn is a situation in which we let grace hold sway instead of rights, 
coming frorn the heart. May our hearts be full of this new way of thinking and 
acting in regard to others. 



14. Equal Pay

· The Kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning
to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius tor the
day and sent them into his vineyard.
About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace
doing nothing. He told them, You a/so go and work in my vineyard, and/ wil/
pay you whatever is right. So they went.
He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same
thing. About the e/eventh hour he went out and found still others standing
around. He asked them, Why have you been standing here all day long doing
nothing?
Because no one has hired us, they answered.
He said to them, You a/so go and work in my vineyard. When evening carne,
the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, Call the workers and pay them
their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.
The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received
a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive
more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they received it,
they began to grumble against the landowner. These men who were hired last
worked only one hour, they said, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day. But he answered
one of them, Friend, / am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work tor a
denarius? Take your pay and go. / want to give the man who was hired last the
same as I gave you. Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?
So the last wil/ be first, and the first wil/ be lasf (Matt. 20: 1-16).

Obviously this story flies in the face of Western economics. 
Come on: payment in accordance with work! 

Heavenly economics appear to have a strong social dimension. This should 
make us stop and think. We very easily only see that which meets the eye. 
He who works langer gets more, and he who works shorter gets less. 

The Lord looks at the heart. All of the labourers wanted to work. And this 
intention was rewarded equally. 

Think tor a moment about the parable of the talents: the one who earned 10 
received the same reward as the one who earned 5; Bath of them did their 
100% best and both earned 100%, although there was a numerical difference. 
A hard lesson, since we so easily look up to people who have advanced 



degrees and often neglect those who are handicapped. 

Hence, everyone who worked in the vineyard received the Same pay; the 
highly talented and the unemployable, the ones with top scores and the 
handicapped; those who were able to work forty years and those who could 
only work one. 
The vineyard, the field, is the world and to God every achievement is equally 
valuable. Thank the Lord that He doesn't look at things according to our 
system of hurnan values. 

There is a hard lesson at the end of the story. 
Those labourers who already worked so long in the vineyard were jealous of 
and mad at those who could only work a short time. 
The character of the kingdom has to change our bad hearts: 
we need to be thankful that others can also be successful. We need to be 
thankful for the gifts and accomplishments of others and for the reward he or 
she receives. In God's kingdom it is not the might of the powerful but the 
weakness of the humble which counts. 



15. The Tenants

'Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He 
put a wal/ around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he 
rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey, When the 
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, ki/led another, and stoned a 
third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the 
tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them, They 
wil/ respect my son, he said. 
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, This is the heir. 
Come, /et's kil/ him and take his inheritance. So they took him and threw him 
out of the vineyard and ki/led him. 
Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what wil/ he do to those 
tenants? 
He wil/ bring those wretches to a wretched end, they replied, and he wil/ rent 
the vineyard to other tenants, who wil/ give him his share of the erop at harvest 
time. 
Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done 
this, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 
Therefore I tel/ you that the kingdom of God wil/ be taken away trom you and 
given to a people who wil/ produce its fruit. He who fa/Is on this stone wil/ be 
broken to pieces, but he on whom it fa/Is wil/ be crushed. 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parab/es, they knew he 
was talking about them. They /ooked fora way to arrest him, but they were 
afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophef (Matt. 
21 :33-45). 

This is a condensed history of how the people of lsrael dealt with the prophets 
and Jesus himself. 
The lesson we can learn trom it concerns the type of tenants we are. 
We are only stewards of all our gifts, our lives, our life purposes and our ways 
of werking. Do we realize this? Is it the attitude we live our lives with and the 
way we understand our life circumstances? 
As tenants and stewards, do we really give God the glory in all things? 
'Everything I have, 1 have received trom the Father', says one of our Dutch 
children's songs. 
Do we realize that we are only tenants and not owners? 
For this reason let us treat our gifts, our lives, our work, other people, the 



world, the environment in such a way as to yield fruit and honour to God. 

The other lesson is that even if we have already given everything, the right 
results do not automatically follow. 
The people of Israel had everything they needed to succeed at their task of 
being a witness in this world. What a revelation they received! 
What a great foundation they had in the Ten Commandrnents. 
However, things went wrong because the letter kills but the Spirit makes alive. 
(I1 Cor. 3:6) 
The people were led astray because their hearts were not circumcised, 
because they were not changed from within (Deut. 10:6, Jer. 4:4, Rom. 2:29, 
Phil. 3:3). 

Even if you should know everything about the kingdom, if the Spirit of the 
kingdom is not within you, the fruits which you need to bring forth wil1 never be 
produced. 
Are we good stewards with respect to our own hearts? 



16. Those Invited 
' Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: The kingdom of heaven is like 
a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to 
those who had been invited to the banquet to tel1 them to come, but they 
refused to come. 
Then he sent some more servants and said, Tel1 those who have been invited 
that I have prepared my dinner. My oxen and fattened cattle have been 
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet. 
But theypaid no attention and went off one to his field, another to his 
business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The 
king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and 
burned their city. 
Then he said to his servants, The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the 
banquet anyone you find. So the servants went out into the streets and 
gathered al1 fhe people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding 
hall was filled with guests. 
But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing wedding cloths. Friend, he asked, how did you get in here without 
wedding clothes? The man was speechless. 
Then the king told the attendants, Tie him hand and foot, and throw him, 
outside, into the darkness, where there wil1 be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
For many are invited, but few are chosen' (Matt. 22:l-14). 

There's a celebration. Invitations were given but those invited did not come. It 
is understandable that the king was furious and was finished with such 
arrogant people. 

And here is another paradox of the kingdom: everyone, good and bad, drifter 
and poor, beggars, refugees and travelers are invited to come to the 
celebration. And theycame. There is one condition: everyone must wear 
wedding clothes (which are free). 
And those who were so dressed (this is a picture of accepting faith in Jesus; 
cf. Gal. 3:37, Rev. 3:4-5, 18) could enter into the eternal celebration. 

A beautiful side of the kingdom is revealed in this: it is a wonderful privilege to 
be allowed to take part in the celebration, and every Tom, Dick and Harry is 
invited; moreover, we are also provided with the clothes. 

Do we understand this cal1 of the king? 
Or do we turn away in arrogance? 



17. The Wise Virgins 
'A t  that time the kingdom of heaven wil/ be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meer the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five 
were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 
The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was 
a long time in coming, and they al1 became drowsy and fel1 asleep. 
At midnight the cry rang out: Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him! 
Then al1 the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to 
the wise, Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out. 
No, they replied, there may not be enough for both US and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves. 
But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The 
virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door 
was shut. 
Later the others also came. Sir! Sir! they said. Open the door for US! 
But he replied, I tel1 you the truth, I don't know you. 
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hout (Matt. 
25:l-13). 

I can still remember how in Sunday school I was always worried about which 
group I belonged to. 
Was I wise or foolish. Did I or didn't I have oil? 
The conditions surrounding both groups were the Same. 
- Both groups were pure, unblemished virgins. 
- Both groups were waiting for the bridegroom (the return of Jesus). 
- Both groups had oil (the Holy Spirit and the Word of God). 
- Both groups fel1 asleep. 

The difference between them was an extra jar of oil. 
The question we need to ask ourselves after we have gone through our 
checklist is: do we have extra oil? 

Here are some other closely related images: 
- Allowing yourself to be inspired more through the fulness of the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of the kingdom; thinking, meditating internally (John 3:34, 6:63, Rom. 
7:6, 8:14, 1 Cor. 14:1, 11  Cor. 3:17, Gal. 5:16, Eph. 1 :l 3, 1 John 3:24, Acts 8:2, 
II Tim. 1:14). 
- Being overabundant in the character of the kingdom (John 10:10, 1 Cor. 
1558, 1 1  Cor. 3:9, 9:8, 1 1  Peter 13). 
- Being overabundant in the fruits of the kingdom (our deeds) (John 15:5, 



Rom, 7:4, Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9). For more .on this, see the next chapter. 
- Being doubly ready (can I meet Jesus 'today'?). 
Then we are wise virgins! 
Are we really? 



18. Talents

'Again, it (the kingdom) wil/ be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of 
money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his 
ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents 
went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one 
with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one 
talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and-hid his master's money. After a 
long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. Master, 
he said, you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more. 
His master replied, Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I wil/ put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master's happiness! 
The man with the two talents also carne. Master, he said, you entrusted me 
with two talents; see, I have gained two more. 
His master replied, Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I wil/ put you in charge of many things. Game and 
share your master's happiness! 
Then the man who had received the one talent carne. Master, he said, f knew 
that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your 
talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you. 
His master replied, You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest 
where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, 
you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I 
returned I would have received it back with interest. 
Take the talent trom him and give it to one who has the ten talents. For 
everyone who has wil/ be given more, and he wil/ have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has wil/ be taken from him. And throw 
that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there wil/ be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth' (Matt. 25:14-30). 

Every human being receives talents to work with, natura! gifts, spiritual gifts. 
We all have gifts. The question is whether we use them or not. 

We receive neither too few nor too many. We receive a number of gifts in 
accordance with our abilities. The question is not how many gifts, but whether 
we make use of them: developing ourselves and getting involved is what 



counts. lt is remarkable that when a person goes to work with the talents he or 
she already has, the talents increase. 
In the story, bath of the good workers acted in accordance with the kingdom: 
they made a 100% increase. 
lt is also �emarkable that we can bury or freeze our talents. In such cases, fear 
has a paralyzing effect. 
Many people are paralyzed by some form of fear (What an insult to the 
master). 
The good news of the kingdom is extraordinarily encouraging: the perfect love 
of Jesus drives our fear. (1 John 4:16, Rom. 8:15) 
And if we are afraid of the day of the coming of the Lord Jesus, then there is 
always His laving call: 'fear not' (Rev.1:17-18, Matt. 10:31, 14:27, 28:10, Luke 
12:32). 

Even if you only have one talent, go to work and use it! This is the will of the 
kingdom. The good news is: 1 am free to go to work. 
P.S. the owner did not even say how to work with it ! 



19. Upside-Down

At certain moments Jesus used the prophet John the Baptist to make clear 
how everything was changed by the kingdom. 

'I tel/ you the truth: Among those bom of women there has not risen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he' (Matt. 11: 11 ). 

We often look up to the great heroes among the prophets of the Old 
Testament. But the least in the kingdom is greater than any of these, among 
who John the Baptist is the last and greatest. 
The Father gave the royal rule to the Son and now reveals the secret of the 
kingdom to 'little ones'. 
This is emphasized even more in the question, who will be the greatest and 
the least in the kingdom?

·  At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of hea ven?
He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: I tel/ you
the truth, unless you change and become /ike little children, you wilt never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little
child like this in my name welcomes me. But if anyone causes one of these
Jittle ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better tor him to have a large
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea .... 
See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tel/ you that 
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven' (Matt. 
18:1-6). 

The answer is clear: become like children. In other words, regain that child-like 
trust, the uninhibitedness of a child and that natural responsiveness. Let them 
be our example. 

· Then the mother of Zebedee's sons carne to Jesus with her sons and,
knee/ing down, asked a favor of him.
What is it you want? he asked.
She said, Grant that one of these two sans of mine may sit at your right and
the other at your Jeft in your kingdom.
You don't know what you are asking, Jesus said to them, You wil/ indeed drink
trom my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not tor me to grant. These places



belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father, 
When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 
Jesus called them together and said, You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so 
with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave- just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many' (Matt. 20:20-28). 

Who wil1 be great or small? That wil1 be deterrnined by the way we serve. Not 
by ruling (others rule, examine, direct, manipulate US) but by serving and by 
giving our life to serve and liberate others. 

By our deeds and by false rules we can close the kingdom to other people. 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. So you must obey them and do 
everything they tel1 you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, 
but they thernselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 
Everything they do is done for men to see.. . The greatest arnong you will be 
your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted. 
Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 
kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you 
let those enter who are trying to' (Matt. 23:l-5, 1 1-1 3). 

How important it is that faith, actions, speech and being are one. And there 
must be a serving attitude and not a ruling one like the Pharisees had. 

It was accomplished not by the great but by the little children. 



20. Statements About the
Kingdom

The message of Jesus was the gospel of the kingdom (Matt. 4:23}. 
In the previous chapters we looked at how Jesus used parables to make clear 
different aspects of the kingdom 
(Luke4:43, 8:1, 9:11, 16:16}. 
lt was not an elitist faith; he spoke to the crowds (the people} about the 
kingdom. 
lf Jesus had only spoken in parables we would be able to place him in the 
pantheon of great world teachers along side Confucius, Siddhartha Gautama 
(Buddha), Lao-Tse and others. 

But to the horror of the teachers of his time, things were different: 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their 
teachers of the law.' (Matt. 7:28-29) 

His message had power, authority! 
The signs of the kingdom followed his words (Matt. 11 :2-5, Luke 9:2, 10:9). 
This was true not only of Jesus but also of his disciples: 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the fof/owing instructions .... As you go, 
preach this message: The kingdom of heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have 
received, freely give' (Matt. 10:5-8). 

In other words, there was restoration, healing, liberation, salvation, faith action, 
endurance (pressing on), dependence upon God. 
Yes, indeed, the people could really see, the kingdom of God was at hand. 

People's responses should be that of befieving, i.e. accepting, embracing this 
gospel of the kingdom. 

A Roman army commander carne to Jesus in Capernium; through his faith, his
servant was healed: 

'For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. / teil this one, 





pertaining to the Sabbath (Matt. 12:l-8, Mark 2:28, Luke 6:5), which in his time 
were the most sacred ones. He is not primarily concerned with these human 
rules, but whether we do the wil1 of God or not! (Matt. 12:50). 
In this way we are brother, sister, mother (closest family) to Jesus and the 
kingdom family. 
But the powerful and the rich have a hard time entering the kingdom of God: 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than fora rich man to enter the kingdom of God. 
When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, Who 
then can be saved? 
Jesus looked at them and said, With man this is impossible, but with God al1 
things are possible' (Matt. 19:23-26). 

The cares of wealth, luxury, covetousness, etc. can so easily choke the seed. 
Even if it appears impossible to enter the kingdom, anything is possible for 
God; the rich and powerful can be converted too. 

Then the king wil1 say to those on bis right, Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation 
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me sornething to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit me. 
Then the righteous will answer him, Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? 
The King will re& I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me' (Matt. 25:34-40). 

We inherit the kingdom through our faith and our natura1 actions which we do 
for the needy (and not to be noticed). By serving others we glorify God and we 
put the kingdom into practice. 
Then we are blessed! Think once again about the Sermon on the Mount. 

What power and might is in our individual actions - they can open the gates of 
the kingdom for others. 

Back to ourselves: Jesus says that it is better to enter the kingdom with one 
eye than to go to hel1 with two (Mark 9:47). Tear out anything which leads you 









21. The Consequences 
The disciples didn't just believe in the kingdom of God; at Pentecost they were 
also filled with the power (the Holy Spirit) of the kingdom (Acts 1 :5,8, 2:4, 16- 
17). 
As a result new followers of the kingdom were made. It was not the Pax 
Romanum (which could only exist due to oppression), but it was the Pax Dei, 
from within, so that the kingdom can be lived out and put it into practice; and 
this shook the kingdom of the world down to its foundations. 

These men were not rebels, they could be arrested without resistance, 
tortured and burned at the stake - as Nero did; their inner power overcame 
everything. They looked after their parents, their children, their neighbours, 
their neighbourhood, foreigners, drifters, the poor and the sick. 

They worked for good instruction, education, they worked hard, bringing about 
a new work ethic. These expressions of the kingdom were convincing, since 
they came from within, from an unknown inspiration. 

Indeed, this kingdom was not of this world; precisely as Jesus (the spiritual 
power) said to Pilate (the cynical worldly power) (John 18:36). 

The disciples proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom. (You wil1 have noticed if 
you read the previous chapter carefully that this is much wider and more 
comprehensive than just being 'saved'.) 

- Philip preached the gospel of the kingdom in Samaria (Acts 8:12). 
- Barnabus preached about the kingdom in Antioch and said that following it 
could result in persecution (Acts 14:22). 
- Paul spoke in Ephesus about God's kingdom (Acts 19:8). 
- In a speech to the elders in Miletus, Paul summarized his teaching as 'the 
preaching of the kingdom' (Acts 20:25). 
- When Paul was under arrest in Rome he preached from his house, 
emphasizing the kingdom of God (Acts 28:23,31). 
- Paul referred to the kingdom in his letter to the Romans 
(Rom. 14:17), to the Corinthians (I Cor. 4:20; 6:9-10, 15:10), to the Galatians 
(Gal. 5:21), to the Ephesians (Eph. 5:5), the Colossians (Col. 1:13, 4:11), the 
Thessalonians (I Thes. 2: 12, the Thessalonians (I1 Thes. 1 :5), and to Timothy 
(I Tim. 1:17, 11 Tim. 4:18). 
- The writer of the book of Hebrews mentions it. (Heb. 12:28) 
- James writes about it (James 2:5). 



- Peter writes about it (I Pet. 2:9-10, 11 Pet. 1 : l l ) .  
- John mentions it in the book of Revelation (Rev. 1 :6, 510, 1 :g). 
Yes, it was and is good news: 
we have been brought into the kingdom of His Love (Col. 1:13). 
We are in a new situation, one in which Jesus is King and Lord, saved! 



22. The Character of the 
Kingdom 
Based on the teaching of Jesus, his followers said various things about the 
kingdom (Acts 1 :3). 

' For the kingdom of God is nota matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who senles 
Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. 
Let US therefore make ever- effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification' (Rom. 14:17-19). 

Righteousness, peace and joy from the Holy Spirit: characteristics which have 
to be revealed in and through US. 

And that is a complete process of growth. Through the Holy Spirit we receive 
personal forgiveness: revelation, wisdom, knowledge, faith, prophecy, 
discernments, etc. (I Cor. 12:4-11). 
But there are also gifts for the faith community: apostles, prophets, teachers, 
powers, healing, administrative gifts, etc. (I Cor. 12:28-31). 
With the use of al1 these gifts, the process of bearing fruit comes about. 
Then fruits of the kingdom begin to appear: 

' But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-controf (Gal. 5:22). 

'Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in al1 goodness, 
righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord' (Eph. 5:9). 

This process of growth takes energy. But by means of the power of the 
kingdom there is energy for change and growth: 

' For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power' (I Cor. 4:20) 

This stands in direct opposition to our old practices, when, in our thinking and 
actions, we were still a part of the worldly kingdom: 

' The vew fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been 
completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be 
cheated? Instead, you yourself cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your 
brothers. 



Do you not know that the wicked will not-inherit the kingdom of God? Do nat 
be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor 
male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanders nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And this 
is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God ( I  Cor. 6:7-11). 

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is 
summed up in a single command: Love your neighbor as yourself. If you keep 
on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each 
other. 
So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 
nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, 
so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under law. 
The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions cind envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 
like. 1 warn you, as 1 did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, Against such things there is no law. 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other' (Gal. 
5: 13-26). 

'Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, 
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for US as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God, 
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any 
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy 
people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are 
out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, 
impure or greedy person- such a man is an idolator- has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God (Eph. 5:  1-5). 

' I  declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 



God. ..' ( I  Cor. 15:50). 

Actually, no one comes int0 the kingdom of God on the basis of their human 
nature. No, we must be born again, which changes US int0 new people. Just 
as Jesus said to Nicodemus: ' In  reply Jesus declared, I tellyou the truth, 
unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. .... I tell you 
the truth, unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God (John 3:l-5). 

Entry is made possible through faith in Jesus (John 3:15-18), and by the work 
of the Holy Spirit. 

' For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will 
through al1 spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that 
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with al1 power according to his glorious might so that you may 
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom 
of light, For he has rescued US from the dominion of darkness and brought US 

into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins' (Col. 1 :9-14). 

' Foryou know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own 
children, encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, 
who calls you into his kingdom and glory' (I Thess. 2:  12). 

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly co, because your 
faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each 
other is increasing. Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your 
perseverance and faith in al1 the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 
Al1 this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a result you will be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering' (I1 Thess. 
1 :3-5). 

Even though some wil1 be persecuted and oppressed, through faith, there is 
perseverance! 

'And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; 
who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped 



the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who 
became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies' (Heb. 1 1 :32-34). 

' Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God 
is a consuming fire' (Heb. 12:28). 

What hope, power and faith can we derive from the eternal, unshakable 
kingdom of God: Good news, that gospel! 
And that even had a very social context; look at what James says: 

'My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show 
favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and 
fine clothes, and a poor man is shabby clothes also comes in. If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, Here's a good seat 
for you, but say to the poor man, You stand there, or, Sit on the floor by my 
feet, have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 
Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes 
of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those 
who love him? But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are 
exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? Are 
they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you 
belong? /f you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, Love your neighbor 
as yourself, you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are 
convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law and 
yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking al1 of it. ... What good is , my 
brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of 
you says to him, Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed, but does 
nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the Same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (James 2:1-10, 14:17). 

'His divine power has given US everyfhing we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of him who called US by his own glory and goodness. 
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that 
through them you may partieipate in the divine nature and escape the 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in 



increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does 
not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten fhat he has 
been cleansed from his past sins. 
Therefore, my brothers, be al1 the more eager to make your calling and 
election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will 
receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Chrisf (I1 Pet. 1 :3-11). 

It is very clear from this passage the way the process of spiritual growth 
works,it comes out of the actions that are undertaken. 

First of al1 there were the twelve apostles who spread the good news of the 
kingdom further; then the elders, deacons and ordinary people. 

Paul also had helpers: 'Fellow workers for the kingdom of God' (Col. 4:11). 

And through the centuries the challenge finally comes to US, to become a part 
of the kingdorn of God and to pass it on to the next generation. 



23. King and Lord 
A kingdom has a governor. 
Who is the governor of the kingdom of God? Jesus Christ, the Messiah. This 
was foretold long before his birth by the prophet Isaiah. 

' The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation 
and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the 
harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of 
Midian's defeat, you have shatfered fhe yoke that burdens them, the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior's boot used in 
battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be 
fuel for the fire. For to US a child is born, to US a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighfy God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne 
and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this' (Isa. 9:2-6). 

Here are a few statements about the kingship and rule of Jesus: 

' Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.' (I Tim. 1 : 1 7 )  

I n  the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 
Preach the Word (I1 Tim. 4:l). 

' The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his 
heavenly kingdom' ( I  I Ti m. 4: 1 8). 

' But about the Son he says, Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, 
and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom' (Heb. 1 :8). 

' Then Peter began to speak: I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what 
is right. This is the message God cent to the people of Israel, telling the good 









we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown 
US; if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himseH (I1 
Tim. 2:ll-13). 

This is it now but also soon in His eternity, (Rev. 5:10, 20:6, 22:5). We have 
and wil1 receive a very interesting responsibility. 

The Bible even goes a step further to explain howthis reign is presently 
exercised: at various times it is said that we are a royalpriesthood it is a reign 
of service, full of royal worthiness. It is a spiritual power, a reconciling 
authority. 

If you read the following texts slowly, how do you feel? You fee1 Great! You 
begin to stand up straight; it does something to your behaviour, your 
expressions, your countenance. Yes, we are called to such greatness! 
This is good news! Absolutely. 

'As  you come to him, the living Stone-rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him-you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Chrisf (I Peter 2:5-6). 

To him who loves us and has freed US from our sins by his blood, and has 
made us to be a kingdom and priest to serve his God and Father-to him be 
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen' (Rev. 1 :5-6). 

'And they sang a new song: You are worthy to take the scroll and fo open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for 
God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made 
them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the 
earth' (Rev. 5:9-10). 



























29. The Kingdom and Righteous- 
ness 2 (Politica1 choices) 
Your kingdom come, Your wil1 be done on earth as it is in heaven' (Mati. 6:10, 

from the Lords Prayer). 

In the tradition I came from, people did not vote. Polities, voting, etc. were 
associated with power, domination, oppression, cheap compromises (instead 
of standing firm) and considered the height of conformity to this world. 
As a born-again Christian, politics was the last thing one would engage in. No, 
' You, however, did not come to know Christ that way' (Eph. 4:20). Hence, you 
were expected to close yourself off from the evil world outside, as a holy elite. 
If there were people having problems along the road, then, just like the priest 
and Levite in the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), you passed by 
on the other side, because your discussions were so much higher and holier 
than 'the world', since they were about the character of God, salvation, His 
return and your devotion. Dirty our hands? No ... 
By thinking in this way I did not notice that precisely the person whom the 
Jews looked down on (the Samaritan) was the one who was willing to get his 
hands dirty in trying to solve the problem. And what does Jesus say? If you 
want to love God above al1 and your neighbor as yourself, do what the 
Sarnaritan did, because he showed mercy at work! 
How I held myself above everything by means of my reasoning 'because 
Jesus did not start a political party, so neither should we become active in 
polities'. 
How stupid and superficial my thinking was. 

Indeed, His kingdom was not of this world, as Jesus says to the ruler in his 
time, Pilate, who could only reply cynically, 'what is truth?' (John 18:36-38). 
And on the basis of political expediency, he let them crucify Jesus. (While 
Jesus is precisely the way, the truth and the life.) In spite of this, Jesus wanted 
His followers to live in this world and be 'salt' and 'light' in every aspect, only, 
without being from this world, that is, full of the spirit of the world, e.g. lust, 
jealousy, spite, evil, gossip, cheating, dishonest in business (Gal. 5:19:10-1 l ) ,  
etc. 

The discussion with Pilate about power was in great measure a political 
discussion (John 19:lO-11). 

Look again at the part of the Sermon on the Mount which contains the 

















and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.] 
For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father wil1 
also forgive you. Buf if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father wil1 not 
forgive your sins' (Matt. 6:5-15). 

Yes, the kingdorn is from God, may it corne Lord! 
It challenges (me) in deed! 







FOREWORD 
by Calvin Seerveld 

Senior Member in Philosophical Aesthetics, emeritus 
Institute for Christian Studies, Toronto, Canada 

This book is a medley of meditations on many New Testament passages 
calling US humans to do justice in society at large. Just as faithful artisans in 
medieval times illuminated the capital letters of manuscripts with wonderful 
embellishments, Leen La Riviere embroiders here the central theme of just- 
doing with pertinent, concrete appeals to modern life. The reader is walked 
through the many splendoured directives of Jesus Christ and Paul, and helped 
to hear God's cal1 in vivid, direct language. 

The LORD God enjoins every man and woman to exercise in faith the mercy, 
justification and peace believers in Jesus Christ receive as God's gift with the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). That is, says La Rivière (sect. 
34,39,44), people whose hearts are circumcized by God's Word, receive the 
rninistry of reconciliation in the world (1 Corinthians 5:17-20). SO,' do not 
content yourselves by living in a 'believers' ghetto,' but take up the adventure 
of quietly doing justice to the poor and giving away your goods to the 
unfortunate. Practise economic stewardship (sect. 15); claim citizen rights as 
Christians to correct injustice committed against the weak (sect. 14,32). 
Followers of Christ are enlisted, as a matter of fact, in the cosmic, historic 
battle of God's Kindom against the Powers of Sin (sect. 40). But don't get a 
heroic complex: just be faithful in forgiving opponents, in treating outcasts 
normally, prayerfully righting what is wrong around you, without a lot of fanfare 
(sect. 10,12,22). 

Without a born-again faith in Jesus Christ as Lord of the universe underlying 
societal reform, says La Rivière, human attempts at 'social engineering' wil1 fail 
in their pragmatistic utopian plans to bring happiness (sect. 13,18,33). We 
humans are not called upon to save the world. God self wil1 finally do that. 
Disciples of Christ only need to take little steps in just-doing (Bob Goudtwaard 
said, in a Toronto speech, April 1966), and God wil1 provide larger steps for US 

reformers to take toward reconciliation one cannot presently see. 

This collection of meditations hints at the truth that legal, political and 
economic justice need to be opened up and deepened by ethica1 concerns of 
compassion for those dealt injustice, along with a faith-deep awareness that 
only Jesus Christ's sacrificial deed of gaining redemption, holiness and 



wisdom for US who believe, wil1 secure the result of shalom (sect. 36). 
Otherwise, 'justice' wil1 degenerate int0 a repressive legality by the powerful, 
or fragment int0 the partisan minorities each claiming their 'pound of flesh'. 
Such pseudo-justice is not the truth that shall make humans free. 

La Riviere presents a vigorous appeal to al1 and sundry to make earnest with 
God's command to love your neighbour as yourself (Romans 13: 8-10), and to 
bear one another's burdens, enabled by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:5-6:2). He 
also has his feet on the ground in noting the profligate injustice and callous 
disregard of God's wil1 both in secular society and in the self-satisfied church. 
What needs more discussion now is how christian leaders could set priorities 
among the plethora of problems which governments and labour movements, 
schools and businesses and families face. We do not need slogans - right. We 
do not need infexible, detailed rules. But we do have to formulate policies 
which follow principled decisions (e.g., interconnected spheres of limited 
authority in society; subsidiarity rather than oppressive hierarchy in power 
relations). We cannot just trust the middle-class to weather the storms of the 
monopolistic Darwinian market economy constricting the cultural world today. 
The holy Newer Testament scriptures historically describe the need for 
Christ's disciples to pull together a new community/body of Christ from Jews 
and Greeks and the nations of the world; so there are few examples there of 
what needs to be done in our differentiated, industrialized society. But more 
attention to Older Testament passages, I think (cf. Appendix 1 about 'The 
'outdatedness' of the Old Testament'), where God's leaders were engaged in 
directing a concrete (disobedient) cornmunity of believers on earth, shall 
provide instructive directives for US to consider. I hope that Leen La Riviere wil1 
follow up 'The Kingdom in Deed' and the 'The Kingdorn of Righteousness' with 
reflections on 'God's Covenantal Rule of Generosity' (cf. Micah 6:8, Isaiah 55, 
Romans 12-1 5). 















Testament they are summarized as follows: 'Love the Lord your God with al1 
your heart and with al1 your soul and with al/ your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as 
yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.' 
Matt. 22:37-40. The whole of the Bible shows how vertical and horizontal 
righteousness come together in one point. Only in this way are just 
relationships possible and just actions achievable.) 



4 THROUGH Christ WE ARE 
MADE RIGHTEOUS 
'But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, 
to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to al1 who believe. There is no difference, 
for al1 have sinned and fa11 short of the glory of God, and are jusfified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.' (Rom. 3:21-22) 

'For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.' 
(Rom. 3:28) 

'Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. ' (Rom. 5: 1) 

'But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, 
to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to al1 who believe. There is no difference, 
for al1 have sinned and fa11 short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented 
him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to 
demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
comrnitted beforehand unpunished -- he did it to demonstrate his justice at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus. Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded, On what principle? On that of 
observing the law? No, but on that of faith. For we maintain that a man is 
justified by faith apart from obsenling the la w. /s God the God of Jews only? Is 
he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is only one 
God, who wil1 justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through 
that Same faith. Do we, then, nuilify the law by this faith? Not at al/! Rather, we 
uphold the law. What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, 
discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about -- but not before God. What does the Scripture say? 
"Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. " Now 
when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an 
obligation. However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who 
justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. David says the 
Same thing when he speaks of fhe blessedness of the man to whom God 
credits righteousness apart from works: Blessed are they whose 
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered, Blessed is the man 



whose sin the Lord will never count against him. Is this blessedness only for 
the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that 
Abraham's faith was credited to him as righteousness. Under what 
circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It 
was not after, but before! And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised, So 
then, he is the father of al1 who believe but have not been circumcised, in 
order that righteousness might be credited to them. And he is also the father 
of the circumcised who walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father 
Abraham had before he was circumcised. It was not through law that Abraham 
and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but 
through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who live by law 
are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, because law brings 
wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. Therefore, the 
promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to 
al1 Abraham's offspring not only to those who are of the law but also to those 
who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: I 
have made you a father of many nations. He is our father in the sight of God, 
in whom he believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that 
are not as though they were. Against al1 hope, Abraham in hope believed and 
so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, So shall 
your offspring be. Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his 
body was as good as dead, Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 
the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 
being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. This is 
why it was credited to him as righteousness. The words ' i t  was credited to 
him' were written not for him alone, but also for US, to whom God will credit 
righfeousness--for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justification. Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained 
access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. ' Rom. 3:20-5: 1 

The BibIe is crystal clear about the fact that no one can try so hard, e.g. by 
righteous deeds (or good works), so as to satisfy God's norm. So much for al1 
of our diligence and efforts. Trying to achieve righteousness through our own 
efforts leads to a dead end. 
God wants to give US His righteousness. But this can only take place through 
faith. By believing in Jesus Christ, by giving yourself to Him, the process of 
transformation begins. We can be justified through Jesus. Through Jesus the 
turnabout begins. Then we can stand in a right relationship to others. Only 
then can we began to act from out of and for this righteousness. 





5 THE SPIRIT CONVICTS 
'But l tell you the truth: /t is for your good that l am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe 
in me: in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where 
you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of 
the world now stands condemned. 1 have much more to say to you, more than 
you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you in 
al1 truth. He will not speak on his own; he wil1 speak only what he hears, and 
he will tell you what is yet to come. He will guide you into al1 truth. He will bring 
glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. Al1 that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what 
is mine and make it known to you. ' (John 16:7-15) 

Look at what is underlined. 
As it is used here, 'world' is a comprehensive notion. It includes people, the 
(societal and social) relationships of people, and a spirit, a power of the devil 
('world spirits'). The Spirit, the Counselor makes an appeal on this territory. 
Then it appears that faith and sin have a lotto do with each other: through 
faith in Jesus the problem of sin is resolved. Righteousness and truth also 
appear to have everything to do with each other. The resurrection and 
assertion were proof of who Jesus was. In this way our faith is built up. 
Judgment and the devil also appear to be related. The liar, the imitator, the 
devil, the evil is judged. 

The result is that through the Holy Spirit we can understand the truth. By 
following the Holy Spirit we are on the right road of total truth and 
righteousness. 

The Holy Spirit equips US with gifts (I Cor. 12:8-11, 12:28-31) and in the 
process of developing them, fruit is produced (Gal. 5:22) which can be 
encouraging and edifying for others. 

The Holy Spirit is nota mystica1 guru, a vague 'inner light', nor something 'new 
age'. No, this power of God is made known to US by Jesus; he places US, as it 
were, in the rnidst of this world as a witness (John 1526; Acts 1 :8). Each of US 

may receive the Holy Spirit very personally (Acts 2:16-21; Micah 3:8). Veni 
Creator Spiritus 







8 YOU RECEIVE MANY 
GIFTS 
'For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, 
how much more wil1 those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and 
of the gift o f  righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for al1 
men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings 
life for al/ men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many 
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many 
wil1 be made righteous. ' (Rom. 5: 1 7- 1 9) 

At first, everything was subject to death and destruction. But through grace we 
receive the gift of justification. We receive it as a present. This justification 
offers us a new ability. As justified people we are gifled with righteousness. 
But such a new ability must be given practica1 application just like the gif2 of 
wisdom, or the gift of prophesy (Rom 12:7, 1 Cor 12:10, Rev. 19:lO). 

And the result? Through Christ you may reign as a king. You have authority. 
(But you must not act in an authoritarian way.) We are rulers full of sympathy 
and empathy. 
If you know this, you begin to fee1 and act differently. As a bruised reed, you 
may straighten yourself up again. Your shaking knees become strong again 
(Isa. 35:3, 42:3). You have courage to stand again, you straighten up your 
back. You fee1 a new sense of dignity. (See my other book, The Kingdom In 
Deed.) You wil1 no longer be ruled by the situation. You need fear nothing. You 
stand differently in the world. What an enormously strengthening effect 
righteousness has, because you know you are OK; you know that from within. 

Is this two-stage gift (justification and authority), for everyone? Yes, every 
heart can believe unto justification (Rom 10: 10) and everyone can be saved 
(Rom. 10:13). These are the facts that can comfort everyone who doubts. 







12 RESPECT 
'Anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will 
receive a righteous 'man's reward,' (Matt 1 0:41 b) 

How easily we develop a sense of our own superiority. How easily do we place 
ourselves above others. How easily do we fall short in seeing the dignity of 
others. How easily do we fail to honour others for what they are and what they 
do. 

For Jesus there is no respect of persons. Everything and everyone is valuable. 
Even the smallest and the least have tremendous value in the Kingdom of 
God. One of the rules of the Kingdom of God is that we show respect for that 
which is different from ourselves. 

As Dutchmen we are infamous for the ease with which we cut down everything 
and everyone that rises above the average. 'Just be like the rest of US," we 
say. 
I am repeatedly struck by the way in which Americans show honour to those 
who have achieved a lot. However, it's not my intention to pay respect only to 
people who have supposedly achieved a great deal. Righteousness means 
that we deny no one respect, appreciation, love, care or support. We must 
express this respect in words and deeds; read Matt. 25:34-46 carefully.: 

'Then the King will say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by 
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world, For 1 was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. Then the righteous wil/ 
answer him, Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you? The King wil1 reply, I tel1 you the truth, whatever you did for 
one of these least of these brothers of mine, you did for me. Then he will say 
to those on his left, Depart from me, you who are cursed, info the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nofhing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was 
sick and in prison and you did not look after me. They also will answer, Lord, 



when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick 
or in prison, and did not help you? He will reply, I tel1 you the truth, whatever 
you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me. Then 
they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. ' 















nature, etc. With everything and in everything we must be good stewards, as 
servants whose purpose it is to assist everyone and everything to be fruitful 
and unfold itself. (Matt. 24:45-51; Who wil1 take the challenge? Cf. Luke 12:42 
'The Lord answered, Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the 
proper time.') 
From making coffee to directing an estate; from art to proper use of water, 
from local politics to mass-media, frorn family to caring for the sick; from 
education to liturgy; everything is related to good stewardship. Trying to 
escape this or to let things go wil1 be judged by the Lord as a case of burying 
ones talents. 

Righteousness is to take upon yourself stewardship for every sphere of life 
and to put it into practice. The result wil1 inevitably be a valuable, exciting, 
meaningful, inspiring, challenging, social, human society with real 
development or unfolding. 





17 CHILDREN 
'People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to 
them, Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tel1 you the truth, anyone who will 
not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it. And he took 
the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.' (Mark 
10:13-15) 

This is a wel1 known Sunday school story. Very nice for children. Occasionally 
we stop and think about it, since we 'must become like little children' (Matt. 
18:l-4, 21 :16; John 1 :12; Rom. 8:16-17; John 2:12-12). Of course we think 
about how we as adults should have a child-like trust in God as our father. Of 
course, we don't want to be naive and certainly not childish. 

But there is a deeper layer to this story, one which is often lost sight of. Jesus 
makes clear that children should have direct access to Him themselves. We 
should help these children here and in no way be an obstacle to thern. Do we 
do this? 

How easily we put our adult problems, our theological discoveries in the way 
of child-like openness to Jesus. In this way we destroy their expectation and 
their uninhibitedness. Even worse, it is robbing children of their innocence. 
This can ruin their entire life. How do we do this? By manipulation, rape, incest 
or we try and tel1 them how everything works. In this way they are scarred for 
life. There is another reason why we must see to it that children be allowed to 
corne to Jesus. In the encounter with Him, under His blessing, we undersland 
who God is, we learn step by step the playing rules of this life (the Book of 
Proverbs shows this clearly, Proverbs 1 :l 0, 2:1, 3:1, 4:1, 5:1, 6:1,20, 7:1, 10:1, 
etc,; it is a book full of practica1 righteousness, lessons of life for every day). 
We then discover why God has given norms and values. And by faith in Him, 
those norms and values begin to live in a child and become the source of 
identity. 

Pity those who lead the little ones (the children) into sin (Matt. 18:6). Pity those 
who obstruct the way to God. 

The question which quickly arises is, how does this aspect relate to our own 
behaviour and structures? 























23 JOY 
'So  he [Zacchaeus] came down at once and welcomed him gladly: (Luke 
1 9:6) 

How do we welcome Jesus? How do we relate to him? Are we one of those 
people who is always muttering and complaining because things do not go 
according to the rules and procedures? 'All the people saw this and began to 
muter, He has gone to be the guest of a sinner' (Luke 19:7). How frequently 
have you observed a discussion about rules, structures and procedures 
becoming more important than the heart of the matter. We find this in 
business, the media, trade unions, politics and churches. 

The main question is that of righteousness. In this example, the subject is a 
corrupt tax collector: bribery, extortion, over-charging; he did everything to 
become rich. Of course, this man was as corrupt as you could be and 
everyone avoided him like the plague. But Jesus sees the heart, and what was 
the result? This corrupt man turned back to justice. 'But Zacchaeus stood up 
and said to the Lord, Look, Lord! Here and now / give half of my possessions 
to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I wil1 pay back four 
times the amount. Jesus said to him, Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save what was lost.' (Luke 19:8-10) 

And what are we going to do with such a nice story? Will we do what Jesus 
did: go to the house of those who practice unrighteousness? Show real 
interest? Touch their hearts? If we do this we wil1 see righteousness in action. 
As a reborn man, Zacchaeus himself brought about a shock wave of 
righteousness! And notice: it was out of inner conviction. 









27 EVERYTHING 
'Righteous Father, though the world does not know you. ' (John 17:25) 

'For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.' (John 3:16) 

'As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.' (John 17:18) 

'He said to them, Go into al1 the world and preach the good news to al1 
creation.' (Mark 16: 15) 

Two points are being made in these passages. God, who is righteous, loves 
the world. In the Greek the word for 'world' is 'cosmos', that is, everything 
created: humans, human relationships, social and political relationships, etc. It 
is amazing to realize how much God loves you as a unique person; God loves 
people, God loves every society, community, city, tribe, culture, the plant and 
animal worlds, nature. Jesus came to make known the Righteous and the 
Merciful One. Through Jesus we can come to the Righteous One and 
understand Him, receive Him. And then we, like Jesus, are sent out into the 
cosmos by the Righteous One in order to make known who the Righteous One 
is and what he wants and to act it out. The message, the proclamation is 
speaking, believing and acting. Together this is the good news, the gospel, the 
best news the world is waiting for. Is this superficial? No, it is all-inclusive and 
all-incorporating! 











30 DESPISE NO ONE 
'God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear 
him and do what is right.' (Acts 10:35) 

God does not have favorites. He has no favorite believers. This is completely 
contrary to what is everywhere unavoidably the case in religion. Al1 the other 
religions accept that the faithful wil1 perform certain rites, read the holy text in 
the original language, and make certain sacrifices. Only after you completely 
adapt your culture and form an elite group of the initiated do you have any 
possibility of making contact with the transcendent. 

At Pentecost God chose to be a God for al1 people, understood in every 
language, in their own culture. In the book of Acts the orthodox Jews appeared 
to have a problem with this. 

At a certain time, Peter was on a missionary journey in Joppa, and naturally he 
was among Jews. There he had a vision three times in which God showed him 
a large sheet with pure and irnpure animals in it; and the rnessage was: eat! 
(Acts 10:lO-15). Peter refuses to do so, saying he had never eaten anything 
impure. To this he received the reply, 'Do not cal1 anything impure that God 
has made clean' (Acts 10:15b). While Peter was musing about this vision, 
some soldiers sent by Cornelius the centurion came to fetch him. Peter dared 
to accept the invitation of these unclean gentiles. A whole revival then began 
at Cornelius' house. Peter had understood, 'that I should not cal1 any man 
impure or unclean' (Acts 10:28b). 

With this, the boundary lines of cultures, languages, station, class were 
convincingly broken. The meeting of God in Jesus Christ is for everyone (Acts 
10:43); the Holy Spirit is for everyone (Acts 10:45-46). With God there is no 
respect of persons (Acts 10:34). 

The only criterion is that we worship the true God, and frorn this source 
practice righteousness. Then He is pleased with every person from every 
culture. 

Honouring God and practicing righteousness: the universal Message, which is 
good news for everyone frorn every culture: 'Therefore, my brothers, 1 want 
you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 
Through him evetyone who believes is justified from everything you could not 



be justified from by the law of Moses' (Acts 13:38-39). So much room, so 
much openness and understanding! And co encouraging. 



















By ourselves this won't work; but if we surrender ourselves to the grace of 
God, the practice of righteousness is possible. What a wonderfully beautiful, 
powerful message this is. 'For the kingdom of God is nota matter of eating 
and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit' (Rom. 
14:17). 









you wil1 ......l 

That is imitation love. The answer to it is: 'if you 
really love me, than you wil1 not ask me to do this'. 

Real love greets righteousness with joy. 









rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing 
everflhing.' (l1 Cor. 6:3-10) 

'Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of 
God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full arrnor of God, 
so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 
and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to al1 this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish al1 the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on 
al1 occasions with al1 kinds of prayers and requests. With this in rnind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for al1 the saints. ' (Eph 6:  10- 18) 

It is very encouraging to realize that our battle is part of a much greater war. 
God cannot use soldiers who just sit inactively in their ghettos. We are al1 
supposed to be active in our own life and area of work; in every area of fife. 
God gave the world to the human race to be used and cared for. If we want to 
see the world and the human race grow and blossom, then every believer 
must be committed and active in order to fight against both individual and 
structural evil and the spirit of evil. 









42 PRACTICAL 
CHRISTIANITY 
'He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures 
foreverS1(ll Cor. 9:9; Psalm 112:9) 

Both the Old and the New Testament Scriptures cal1 US in many places to be 
abundant in 'good works' (I1 Cor. 9:8b). 
These are the works of charity, care for the sick, for the poor, for the 
underprivileged, for the widow, for the orphan, a fair wage, etc. In the Bible, 
this is often referred to as a sign of righteousness. Believers are constantly 
called to actually and practically participate in this. This planting and this 
outgrowth of our righteousness wil1 yield an abundance of fruit ( 1 1  Cor. 9:lOb). 
James writes using tough language about the necessity of being socially 
concerned (James 1 :27; 2:5-7. 14-1 7, 54-6); care for the widow, the orphan, 
the poor, a fair wage, etc. He summarizes by saying: 'because judgment 
without mercy wil1 be shown to anyone who has not been merciful' (James 
2:13); and 'You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith 
alone' (James 2:24). 'Faith without deeds is dead' (James 2:26; Heb 6: 1). It is 
clear that the test of righteousness is in action, what we actually do in practice 
in regard to others. (Paul also mentions the necessity of good works in various 
places, for example, in the Letter to Titus ('to purify for himself a people that 
are his very own, eager to do what is good12:1 4, 3:1,8b,14). What justifies US, 
what makes our faith visible are our deeds, our 'works'. What once made the 
spreading of the gospel credible was its practical meaning for the lower 
classes of society: 'God is not unjust; he wil1 not forget your work and the love 
you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help 
them' Heb. 6:10; cf. Heb 10:24). In the future, there wil1 again be many 
possibilities in these areas. The developments in society are again an 
enormous challenge for 'works of mercy', hence, practical Christianity. 





44 NEW PEOPLE 
'So 1 tel1 you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as 
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their 
understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance 
that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost al1 sensitivity, 
they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of 
impurity, with a continual lust for more. You, however, did not come to know 
Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance 
with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way 
of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 
to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. ' (Eph. 4: 17-24) 

If we want change, then new people are needed: a new spirit, heart and mind 
is needed. Regardless of what we try, social engineering wil1 not work. We 
need to act consciously and put on the new man. We need to take a decision 
and a step toward renewal. Only then can there be true righteousness and 
holiness. And that is apparent: new people bring forth new actions, new 
commitrnent, new relationchips. It turns everything upside down. Just read 
about al1 the things which are going to happen: 

'Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his 
neighbour, for we are al1 members of one body. In your anger do not sin: Do 
not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a 
foothold. He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 
something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share 
with those in need. Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 
but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 
may benefit those who listen. And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. Get rid of al1 bitterness, rage and anger, bra wling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Be imitators of God, 
therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved US 

and gave himself up for US as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But 
among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind 
of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 
Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of 
place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure 



or greedy person--such a man is an idolater--has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of such things God's wrath cornes on those who are disobedient, 
Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light 
consists in al1 goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases 
the Lord.'(Eph. 4:25 - 5 9 ,  cf Gal. 5:13-26, Phil. 2:2-5, Col. 3:5-17) 

Through faith we ask God to recreate; this wil1 bring true righteousness, 
holiness, goodness, truth. 

This fulfills another Bible passage: 'But by faith we eagerly await through the 
Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. ' (Gal. 5 5 ,  P hil. 3:9) 

We eagerly await the new humanity. Finally it can be true. Finally 
righteousness. 







- 'Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and 
peace' (I1 Tim. 2:22). 
-Hard times are going to come because people are going to pursue their lusts: 
'People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 
having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with 
them' (I1 Tim. 3:2-5) . 
- ' While evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived (I1 Tim. 3:13) . 
-Al1 Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good worK (I1 Tim. 3:16-17). 
-The battle for the good goal has a deep meaning: ' I  have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that dayl(II Tim. 4:7, 8a). 

To devote yourself to this battle has eternal value. If you devote yourself, your 
property, your money, the things which are temporal wil1 not easily corrupt you. 
Let US encourage one another to strive for those aspects of righteousness. 







neighbourhood; for ... 

Prayer is the weapon in the spiritual struggle. By defeating the reigning spirits, 
the results wil1 become visible here and now. 

The prayer of the righteous avails much because power is given to it, just as 
with Elijah. 

















APPLICATION 4: POLITICAL 
STRUCTURES 
There are Christians who consider participation in politics to be a bad thing. 
And that is not so surprising. Making compromises can really be bad work. But 
for every omelet some eggs must be broken. In my book, 'The Kingdom 
Indeed' I tried to explain the Biblical grounds for political action (Note 1). From 
the Biblical point of view there are two important basic principles which should 
guide government: 
a) Subsidiarity: the higher levels of government should only do that which 
cannot be done by the citizens or lower levels of government. 
b) Sphere Sovereignty: In each distinct area of life, there, the authority lies for 
ordering things in that area. 

a) and b) emphasize the interest of the social middle field. Citizens organize 
themselves in many different associations. All of these help make true 
democracy possible. 
The task of governrnent is to create the public conditions which people need in 
order to responsibly come into their own (Note 2). It should be clear that the 
government should not occupy itself with innumerable little rules; but based on 
a) and b), it should focus on what transcends the whole pluriformity of the 
middle field, e.g. maintaining basic rights, peace, security, international 
relations, the departments of government, etc. The state is hof value neutral 
in these matters. Politics depends upon norms and values and the governrnent 
wil1 apply these in a certain way. This is summarized under the term 'public 
justice' (Note 3). There is something like a universal code of justice, which al1 
people have received from God (see chapter 34, Publieke gerechtigheid) 
(Note 4). Hence, the state is not without norms. 

Even though there is a division between church and state, this does not mean 
that there is a division between faith and politics. The Biblical sense of justice 
challenges politicians to act fairly, to assure a just public order, fair rules 
without respect of persons. From a Biblically informed vision, practica1 effects 
of righteousness can be given political form, i.e. in solidarity, shared 
responsibility, stewardship. In this way politics should give form to the 
relationships concerning our neighbour (in the legal context), how we treat 
foreigners, the needy, etc. At a period of time when there are many cut-backs, 
the Biblical principles of justice are of especially great importante. But also in 
a time of multi-national corporations and problems which know no boundaries, 





But the noble man makes noble plans, and by noble deeds he stands. 
Isa. 32: 1 7, 'The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of 
righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever. 
-Isa. 1 :l 7 'learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the 
cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow,' 
-Isal :21-28. 'See how the faithful city has become a harlot! She once was full 
of justice; righteousness used to dwell in her but now murderers! Your silver 
has become dross, your choice wine is diluted with water. Your rulers are 
rebels, companions of thieves; they al1 love bribes and chase after gifts. They 
do not defend the cause of the fatherless; the widow's cause does not come 
before them. Therefore the Lord, the Lord Almighty, the Mighty One of Israel, 
declares: Ah, I w111 get relief from my foes and avenge myself on my enemies. I 
will turn my hand against you; 1 will thoroughly purge away your dross and 
remove al1 your impurities. I will restore your judges as in days of old, your 
counselors as at the beginning. Afterward you will be called the City of 
Righteousness, the Faithful City,  ion will be redeemed with justice, her 
penitent ones with righteousness. But rebels and sinners will both be broken, 
and those who forsake the Lord will perish.' 
-Eze. 34:l-4, ' The word of the Lord came to me: Son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: Woe to the shepherds of lsrael who only take care of 
themselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat the curds, 
clothe yourselves with the wo01 and slaughter the choice animals, but you do 
not take care of the flock. You have not strengthened the weak or healed the 
sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or 
searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally,' 
-Eze. 45:9-10, 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: You have gone far 
enough, O princes of Israel! Give up your violence and oppression and do 
what is just and right, Stop dispossescing my people, declares the Sovereign 
Lord. You are to use accurate scales, an accurate ephah and an accurate 
bath. ' 
-Hosea 4:l-3, 'Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because the Lord has 
a charge to bring against you who live in it waste away; the beasts of the field 
and birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying. ' 
-Hosea 4:6a, 'mypeople are destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you 
have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests. ' 
-Micha 7:2-6, 'The godly have been swept from the land; not one upright man 
remains. Al1 men /ie in wait to shed blood; each hunts his brother with a net, 
50th hands are skilled in doing evil; the ruler demands gifts, the judge accepts 
bribes, the poweríul dictate what they desire--they al1 conspire together. The 
best of them is like a brier, the most upright worse than a thorn hedge. The 
day of your watchmen has come, the day God visits you. Now is the time of 
their confusion. Do not trust a neighbor; put no confidence in a friend, Even 



with her who lies in your embrace be careful of your words. For a son 
dishonours his father, a daughter rises up against her mother, a daughter-in- 
law against her mother-in-law--a *man's enemies are the members of his own 
household. ' 
-Micah 7:13, 'The earth will become desolate because of its inhabitants, as the 
result of their deeds.' 
-Habakkuk 1 :3-4, 'Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate 
wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict 
abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The 
wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverfed. ' 
-Habakkuk 2:12, 'Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes 
a to wn by crime!. ' 
-Zechariah 7:9-14, 'This is what the Lord Almighty says, Administer true 
justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. Do not oppress the 
widow or the fatherless, fhe alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of 
each other. But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their 
backs and stopped up their ears. They made their hearts as hard as flint and 
would not listen to the law or to the words that the Lord Almighty had sent by 
his Spirit through the earlier prophets. So the Lord Almighty was very angry. 
When I called, they did not listen so when they called, l would not listen, says 
the Lord Almighty. I scattered them with a whirlwind among al1 the nations, 
where they were strangers. The land was left co desolate behind them that no 
one could come or go. This is how they made the pleasant land desolate. ' 
-Zechariah 8:16-17, 'These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to 
each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; do not plot evil 
against your neighbour, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate al1 this, 
declares the Lord, ' 
-Malachi 35,  'So l will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify 
against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud 
labourers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and 
deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me, says the Lord Almighty. ' 
-Exodus 22:21-27, 'Do not mistreat an alien or oppress him, for you were 
aliens in Egypt. Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan. lf you do and 
they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry. My anger will be aroused, and 
I will kil1 you with the sword; your wives will become widows and your children 
fatherless. If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, 
do not be like a moneylender; charge him no interest. If you take your 
neighbor's cloak as a pledge, return it to him by sunset, because his cloak is 
the only covering he has for his body. What else will he sleep in? When he 
cries out to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate. ' 
-Lev. 18:24-28, 'Do not defile yourself in any of these ways, because this is 
how the nations became defiled. Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for 
its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. But you must keep my decrees 









etc. In the old days these 'weaker' members of society had no protection. 
They easily fel1 victim to the cruelty of the rich, or they died in poverty. The Old 
Testament is unique in that God stood in the breach for al1 these categories of 
people. He demanded care, attention, respect, commitment, social and 
economic opportunities for the underclass of society. To do this is 
righteousness, who He blesses. God's judgment wil1 not be stayed toward 
those who neglect and show no righteousness unto the 'weak'. God's rules of 
righteousness and solidarity are extremely relevant today. Even now we must 
and rnay not act anyway we wish, exploiting, misusing, etc. 

Gen. 6:5-6,8-13 
EX. 21:l-2 
Ex. 21 :20,26 
EX. 22:21-27 
Ex. 23:9 
Lev. 19:32 
Deut. 24:6-22 
Lev. 25:35-55 
Num. 15:14-16 
Num. 27:6-11 
Deut. 14:29 
Deut. 15:7-11 
Deut. 27:18-19 
Deut. 15:12-18 
Deut. 15:11,14 
Deut. 23:15-16 
Neh. 5:l-13 
PS. 919-1 1 
PS. 10:12-18 
Ps. 12:6 
Ps. 14 
PS. 37:12-17 
Ps. 41:2 
PS. 55~23-24 
PS. 68:6-11 
Ps. 69:34 
PS. 72:l-14 
PS. 82~3-4 
PS. 92:6-8 
PS. 94:3-11 
Ps. 103:6 
PS. 107:41-43 
PS. 109:14-17, 30-31 



Ps. 140:13 
PS. 14615-9 
Prov. 21 :l3 
Prov. 252 1 -22 
Prov. 29:7 
Isa. 1 :l 7 
Isa. 10: 1-2 
Isa. 3268 
Isa. 61 :l-4 
Jer. 5:25-31 
Jer. 7:5-11 
Jer. 9:2-9,23 
Jer. 16:9-18 
Jer. 22:3-5 
EZ. 16:9-18 
Dan. 4:27 
Amos 4:1 
Amos 8:4-6 
Obadiah 1 :l 2-1 4 
Jonah 3:7-10 
Zech. 7:9-10 
Malachi 3:5, 18 

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE SPIRITUAL WELL BEING OF THE PUBLIC 

Without public justice, without public morality, without a collective ethic of the 
people, society cannot develop along the lines of righteousness. The Old 
Testament is very clear in this area and speaks to nations and individuals to 
act in every area of life according justice and righteousness. 

Gen. 19:15 
Gen. 20:l-17 
Ex. 23:l 
Lev. 5:1 
Lev. 18 
Lev. 19: 16-1 7, 31 
Lev. 20 
Deut. 5:l-21 
Deut. 16:20 



Deut. 22:13-30 
Deut. 23:17-18 
Deut. 27:16-26 
Josh. 22:5 
J o s ~ .  235-1 6 
J o s ~ .  24:19-27 
Judges 2:10 - 3:2 
Judges 10:lO-16 
I Sam. 12:20-25 
I Sam. 15:22-23 
I I  Kings 17:15-18 
I Chr. 29:lO-19 
II Chr. 6:26-27 
II Chr. 7:13-14 
I I  Chr. 17:9 
Neh. 8:l-5 
Ps. 1 
PS. 7:11, 15-18 
Ps. 11:7 
Ps. 15 
PS. 34: 1 6-23 
Ps. 37: 7-11 
Ps. 37:27-28 
Ps. 4 5 5  
Ps. 53:2 
Ps. 56:6 
Ps. 575-7 
PS. 58:Il-12 
Ps. 751 1 
PS. 85:lO-14 
PS. 92: 1 3- 16 
Ps. 101:3 
Ps. 106:3 
Prov. 8:12-13, 20 
Prov. 10:25 
Ecclesiastes 
Isa. 1:13-17 
Isa. 245-6 
lsa. 26:7,9,10 
Isa. 26:21 
Isa. 45:8 
Isa. 48:17-18 
Isa. 53:6,11 



Isa. 56:l-2 
Isa. 58:l-14 
Isa. 59:l-4,8-9,ll-17 
Jer. 23:lO-11 
Lam. 4:12-13 
Eze. 3:18-21 
Eze. 7:13b 
Micah 6:8,11-12 
Micah 7:2-6,13 
Habakkuk 1 :3-4 
Zephaniah 1 :9 
Zephaniah 3:3-5,13 
Zech. 8:16,17,19b 
Malachi 2:7-9,14-17 
Eze. 18:5-32 
Eze. 33:9-20,25,31 
Dan. 9:13 
Hosea 2:18 
Hosea 142-4,10 

c)  ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

How do you use your property, how do you do business, how do you deal with 
your trading, wealth, etc.? Here too, God gives clear rules based on justice. 
He judges dishonesty, taking advantage, bribery, etc. etc. We ought also to 
bring about justice in the area of business. 

Ex.22: 1-1 6 
Deut. 19:14 
Deut. 22: 1-3 
Deut. 22:8 
Deut. 23: 19-20 
Deut. 25: 13-16 
2 Chr. 7:14 
PS. 37: 18-22 
PS. 37:35-36 
PS. 4916-7 
PS. 49: 13-14 
Ps. 52 
Ps. 62: l l  
PS. 112: 1-6 



Prov. 1:19 
Prov. 3:33 
Prov. 10: 3-5 
Prov. 1 1 : 1,4-5 
Prov. 11 :l 8 
Prov. 1 1 :24-31 
Prov. 11:12 
Prov. 13: 22 
Prov. 16: 7, 1 1 
Prov. 17:23 
Prov. 19:2, 15, 24 
Prov. 20: 4,10,13,14,17,19,21,23 
Prov. 21: 5,6,7,8,21,25,26 
Prov. 22: 4,26,27 
Prov. 23: 10,11,20,21 
Prov. 24: 3,4,5,6,16,26,29,31 
Prov. 31 
Prov. 28: 19, 24 
Prov. 29:21 
Prov. 30: 7-10 
Ecc~. 5: 10-1 6 
Eccl. 7:7 
Eccl. 11: 4, 6 
Isa. 1 : 21 -23 
Isa. 5:8 
Isa. 33:15-16 
Isa. 61:8 
Jer. 16:i 1 
Jer. 22:13-17 

d) RIGHTEOUSNESS REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENT, CREATION 

In these matters too, God does not allow US to do just anything we want. In 
regard to plants, animals, cattle, raw materials our responsibilities are pointed 
out. Misuse of these is in opposition to righteousness. Proper use and care of 
things is the basis of responsibility. 

Gen. 2: 15 
EX. 23:10-12 
Deut. 22:4,6-7 
Ezra 9:11 
PS. 36: 6-7 



PS. 65: 6,lO-14 
PS. 96: 1 1-1 3 
PS. 1 06:35-39 
Prov. 12: 10 
Prov. 27:23-27 
Jer. 3:2 
Jer. 4:18 
Jer. 16:18 
Ezech. 36:18,33 
Hosea 4:l-3 
Hosea 10:12 
Micha 7:13 

e) RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM 

It is absolutely unthinkable that justice be bent. No respect of persons. A rich 
or powerful person who makes a mistake must receive the Same punishment 
as a poor person. Gifts may not be used to pervert justice. Equal legal 
treatment for the rich and the poor, the native-born and ihe foreigner, the 
citizen and the official is based on the Old Testament. If the legal system is full 
of righteousness, this is 'the' basis of the welfare of the nation, and God wil1 
bless it. 

EX. 1 8: 1 9-23 
EX. 23: 1-8 
Lev. 19:ll-15 
Lev. 24: 17-22 
Deut. 1 :l 7 
Deut. 4:8 
Deut. 19:15-21 
1 Sam 30:23-25 
2 Sam 8:15 
1 Chron. 18:14 
2 Chron 6:22-23 
2 Chron 19:4-11 
PS. 35:23-24 
PS. 94: 15-23 
PS 89:9 
Prov. 1 :l-4 
Prov. 17:15 
Prov. 17:23 



Prov. 18:5 
Prov. 19:28 
Prov. 21 :3 
Prov. 22:22 
Prov. 24:23-25 
Prov. 258-1 0 
Prov. 29:7 
Prov. 31 :8-9 
Ecc~. 12:13-14 
Isa. 10:l-2 
Isa. 1-17 
Isa. 5: 16,22 
Isa. 29:20-21 
Isa. 30:18b 
Ezekiel 44:23-24 
Amos 5:lO-15,24 
Amos 6: 12 
Micah 3:9-11 
Micah 7:3 
Zephaniah 3:3 
Zech. 7:9-10 
Zech. 8: 16-17 

f) RIGHTEOUSNESS IN POLITICS, IN ADMINISTRATION 

God's rules of righteousness and justice for politics, city and state government, 
are very clear. This alone can be the basis for society. If the principles of 
righteousness are abandoned, society wil1 disintegrate and society comes 
under the judgment of God. Have pity upon those who abandon these 
foundations. 

Gen. 18:18-19 
EX. 1113-14 
Ex. 2:23 
Ex. 6:6 
Num. 31 :25-27 
Joshua 17:3-4 
Judges 5:7 
Judges 21 :25 
1 Sam 8:3 
1 Sam 12:24,25 
1 Sam 13:13-14 











It is not prideful to pray: 'Lord, as you are, I want to be'. By taking this step of 
surrender, the Holy Spirit is able to work in U S  to transform US.  

'On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud 
voice, If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in 
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water wil1 flow from within him. 
By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 
receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet 
been glorified,'(John 7:37-37) 

May streams of living water come flowing out of US,  bringing life in the world, 
streams of righteousness, streams of change, streams of power. 










